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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


A Day in the Life 


Marriage equality has come to Minnesota. Hallelujah. Congratu- 
lations. 

As the activity was happening at the State Capitol in May, it was 
apparent more marriage activity would be happening at the time our 
Senior Living Issue would be produced at the beginning of August. 
Instead of wondering how I was going to work the two topics into 
the same issue, I thought, ^What tremendous timing." I couldn't 
have asked for a better juxtaposition. 

Being a magazine, Lavender is both somewhat rigid and 
somewhat flexible in our content. We have the scheduled Editorial 
Calendar and some wiggle room for current events; this one would 
pair up the older GLBT community with the legalization of same-sex 
marriage in Minnesota, a pairing that could not have been more 
appropriate. 

Lavender has at least two audiences on the macro level, one that 
is comprised of those who identify as part of the community repre- 
sented by Lavender and one that is comprised of those who do not. 
This issue particularly serves a purpose to both audiences. 

For the people who don't identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, and/or as allies but walk past Lavender every day on 
the stands, see it in coffee shops and businesses, or simply encoun- 
ter Lavender materials being shared online, it's a reminder that 
this community didn't just up and start demanding rights in recent 
years. It's not a new club. Senior citizens not only exist in the GLBT 
community, but they love each other and want to be married to each 
other. I mentioned last year how it seems to surprise people who are 
just learning about the GLBT community that there are older people 
in it. It's not a new concept. It's not a fad or a trend. Fighting for the 
rights of a group that has actually been around for all of humanity is 
not radical or unreasonable. Looking at the cover of this magazine, 
Ihope they don't just walk past Lavender, but that they notice the 
faces of same-sex marriage could be the faces of anyone in Minne- 
sota, the United States, the world. 

For those of us who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgen- 
der, and/or as allies, it is an appropriate nod to just how far this com- 
munity has come. When Pam Colby told me the name of her piece 
(page 32) in which she profiles three couples who will be marrying 
after years of partnership and love, I got chills: “I Never Thought I'd 
See the Day.” People who have been in this community-whether for- 
mally or informally-for years and years saw fast progress these past 
two years in both defeating the anti-marriage amendment as well 
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as legalizing same-sex marriage in Minnesota (not to mention the 
Supreme Court striking down Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage 
Act). Not only have these couples seen the day, but so have their 
loved ones. This issue is a small tribute to their journey. 

As July 31st turned into August 1st and same-sex marriage be- 
came legal, I went from function to function and saw so many joyous 
people. The Minneapolis City Hall was full of families and friends 
and couples and press and spectators and clergy and security and 
musicians and all sorts of people who wanted to share the occasion 
with each other. It ran smoothly and there were smiles everywhere. 
Multiple generations and relations, so much good will. I would live 
those hours again and again if I could. We were witnesses to history. 

Honestly, I don't know when we will see another day like August 
1, 2013. 

Iam so grateful we saw it together. 

With love, 

Andy O 


REMINDER: 

Please Make Your Nominations for the Lavender Community 
Awards (LCAs). 

The Lavender Community Awards (LCAs) will be the updated 
version of the Lavender 100, last year's tribute to our favorite places 
to go, things to do, foods to eat, places to be seen. We presented 
lists of finalists and winners as well as started a practice of giving 
attention to movers and shakers in the GLBT community, which 
was what I call a “keeper” of an issue; one to hang on to. Instead 
of asking the community to vote for favorites this year, we're going 
to focus on the people and ask for nominations as to who you think 
deserves recognition as members of the Lavender (GLBT and 
Allies) Community. We'll have lovely photos of the winners, short 
biographies to let you know who they are and what they do, and 
all-around lovely representation of why this community is so unique 
and deserving of celebration. 

Please go to www.lavendermagazine.com/LCAnominations and 
nominate your picks for the Lavender Community Awards. Nomina- 
tions will be accepted through Friday, August 23. 

Then, look for the new issue featuring the winners of the Laven- 
der Community Awards on October 3. 
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Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. „ < 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by 
MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 


needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for prs 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 
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Small Business Law m Community Minded. 
Domestic Partnerships | Professionally Accomplished. 
Adoptions E 612.377.3777 


Amy Johnson, Esq. 
www.johnsonlawonline.com 


A network of care, all around you. 


If you live in Hennepin County, chances are good 
there's an HCMC clinic nearby. These multi-specialty 
clinics accept most health plans, allow you to 
manage your care with 24-hour online access to 
MyChart and are ready to provide expert health 
care for you and your family. 


Downtown Primary and Specialty Care Clinics 
Brooklyn Center Clinic * Brooklyn Park Clinic * East Lake Clinic 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


"Who's Watching the Watchers?" 


A couple of decades ago I belonged to a gun club in Boston. I had 
alot of fun shooting weekly matches in .22, .38 snubby, and semi-auto 
competitions. I also took the mandatory gun safety class, passed the 
written and range tests and got my permit. 

Imagine my horror when a fellow classmate told me he'd fired 
shots at someone rummaging in his trash cans the night before. He 
was still visibly pumped by the power of using his new pistol. I was 
speechless. Our class instructor had repeatedly stressed just how far 
bullets of various calibers could travel, and their abilities to penetrate 
doors, walls, car doors-and innocent people. 

I am horrified today, on too many levels, by the implications of 
Trayvon Martin's killing. It should have been a non-event; Martin 
and Zimerman should not have crossed paths, Martin should not 
have died. As to the court verdict: I do not know how the jury was 
instructed, but given Florida's existing byzantine laws, I might, as 
one of the six jurors, have been forced to reach the same conclusion, 
that Zimmerman was innocent of any wrongdoing. 

I base my personal opinion about Zimmerman's responsibility for 


VG 
dermatology 


killing the unarmed Martin on two factors. 

First: George Zimmerman was a neighborhood watch captain. 
Watch is the operative word. Ensconced in his car that evening, Zim- 
merman was in no physical danger. He fulfilled his duty by reporting 
a person he deemed "suspicious." (I won't go into the "racial profil- 
ing" issue.) Second, when Zimmerman called in his observations, he 
was told by the dispatcher to remain in his car. He did not. 

What should have been a simple-though racially charged-event 
of the police arriving, approaching Martin, learning that he lived 
nearby and letting him go, turned instead into a killing. Whatever the 
defense argued, it is an undisputed fact that a neighborhood watch 
member killed a resident. Another neighbor. 

Neighborhood watch groups are a good thing. Even untrained ci- 
vilians can keep an eye out and call the professionals when needed. 
Hot-headed shoot-from-thehip cowboy wannabes, however, can get 
me killed; others, less impetuous, more hesitant, can have their guns 
taken away and used against them. Call a gun the “Equalizer;” what 
balances the equation is Death. O 
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Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C 


Mayo Trained, Board Certified, Physician Assistant in Dermatology 
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Uptown Row, Suite 208 e 1221 W. Lake Street e Minneapolis, MN 55408 


Jason Davis, M.P.A.S., PA-C 
Physician Assistant in Dermatology 


Suffer Through 


BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc." 
"Some find this endearing, but | find it annoying." 
"Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!" 

"The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to." 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
"insufferable" delivery 
of BigGayNews on 


Kudos to iTunes' Podcasts. 


Linda Raines for 
compiling the top 
5 daily stories! 


Subscribe 
on iTunes! 


612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 
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ARRESTED? 
Tune into Stephanie Miller E. 1 call J EFF DEAN 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. | ⁄ Defense Attorney 


for E His winning record has made Jeff Dean a name you can trust. 


* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI 

* Has won multiple Criminal Sexual Conduct cases 

* Numerous Indecent Exposure case dismissals 

* Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Drug Charges, 
Theft Charges, Internet Crimes 


(612) 305-4360 * www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


Problems with 
Drugs or Alcohol? 


Our Latitudes program offers 
CONFIDENTIAL, specialized treatment 
((( and programming for LGBT individuals, 


fa . H H 
PR including mental health and sexuality support. 
dëi) Vor E 


OF MINNESOTA 1.877.367.1715 


Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com 


Confidential Assessments Service Available 
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trk@villageg reen.com L I N DE R S Northwest 763-253-5807 


—M———ÁÀ Southwest 952-252-3875 
LANDSCAPE 
Upscale Apartments & Two-story DESIGN & INSTALLATION linderslandscaping.com 


New York duplexes in the heart of Uptown A 
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LAVENDER LENS | 


NATIONAL GAY & LESBIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ROAD SHOW 


JUNE 24, 2013 / PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


‘Photo by Sophia Hantzq SIE Photo by Sophia Hantzé 


RAINBOW RUMPUS THIRD ANNUAL SUMMER CELEBRATION 


JULY 11, 2013 / PHOTOS BY AYANNA MUATA OF WANING MOON DIGITAL IMAGES 
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we don't care 


whot music you groove to 
(or who you groove with) 


We do care obout equality 
and giving you the same opportunity to 
save on car insurance as 
married couples. 


If you and your partner are insured 
on the same policy, 
you'll get the married rote in nearly every 
state where we do business ... even stotes 
that don't recognize your union. 


You could say that we groove 
to a modern beot. 


See for yourself. 


esurance.com/equality 


esuronce 


We offer the married rote in all states where we do business except 
FL, GA, LA, and MO where it is not approved by the department of insurance. 


insurance for the modern world' e 


(92013 Esurance Insurance Services, Inc. All rights reserved. CA License #0687829 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hautes 


LAVENDER FIRST THURSDAY 
CAFE MAUDE - JULY 11, 2013 


Photo by'Sophia Hantzes 
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LETTERS | 


Pride in Pictures Cover: 

So I go find a dozen copies to bring 
home for keeping (and giving to fam- 
ily), and I sit down to look through 
the whole magazine - each and every 
picture, every event. By the time I'm fin- 
ished, I'm crying. Moved to tears by joy. 
Our community is BEAUTIFUL, and 
you all did a wonderful job of capturing 
it. It was like looking through the best 
family reunion photo album EVER. 


TAWNYA "SWEETPEA" KONOBECK 
MINNEAPOLIS 
VIA FACEBOOK 


Minneapolis Energy: 

One of the hottest issues this sum- 
mer, Minneapolis Energy Options, is 
coming to a head with a city council vote 
on August 15th. I am very concerned 
about the the wisdom of a ballot initia- 
tive, and of municipalization. I support 
more renewables and energy conserva- 
tion, but I will not be responsible for 
driving 2,000 jobs of out of Minneapolis 
for a project that could cost billions of 
dollars the city does not have. 

Should this reckless ballot initiative- 
-pushed by Councilwoman Hodges 
and others- fail, the city will lose any 
leverage they currently hold with Xcel 
Energy to fight for a shorter contract 
with more options for local and sustain- 
able power. 

This ballot initiative takes city fund- 
ing away from more immediate projects 
the city desperately needs to attend 
to, like expanding transit options, road 
and infrastructure improvement, and 
creating jobs. The city attorney said 
clearly in the public hearing that a vote 
in favor of a ballot initiative is not about 
options, it's to authorize municipaliza- 
tion. Minneapolis deserves better and I 
hope common sense prevails at the city 
council. 


MARK ANDREW 
CANDIDATE FOR MINNEAPOLIS MAYOR 


— РЕШЕН —— | 


FREE LEGAL 
| CONSULTATION ! 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense 
C] Child Support Ц Business & Civil Litigation 
O Domestic Partnerships A Wills and Powers of Attorney 


Randall S. Johnson (651) 646-3755 | | 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
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Victoria & Grand Home, Office, Travel 


857 Grand Avenue Twin Cities Metro Area STEELEFITNESS.COM 1 763.233.5800 
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© SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Big Joy: The Adventures of James Broughton. Photo courtesy of the Walker Art Center 


dex 


of an angel who visited him 
when he was three years old. 
Walker Film/Video Cura- 
tor Sheryl Mousley relates 
“The title, Big Joy, comes from 
Broughton's 1993 memoir, Com- 
ing Unbuttoned — he used this 
term to describe his steadfast 
mission to live a joyous life. 
He found happiness through 
laughter and love, both powerful 
tools of creative energy. Visiting 
in the Twin Cities several times 
in the 1980s, Broughton showed 
his films and read poetry at Film 
in the Cities in St. Paul, at the 
invitation of Sally Dixon who 
appears in the documentary, and 
at the Walker during Filmmakers 
Filming." 


BIG JOY: THE ADVENTURES OF JAMES BROUGHTON 
WEE Art Center, 1715 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


Poet/filmmaker James Broughton (1913-1999) exempli- 
fied the free spirit of the Sexual Revolution and the ener- 
gies that were percolating toward it in the first half of the 
20th century. He said to "follow your weird" and this new 
documentary co-directed by Stephen Silha and Eric Slade 
explores his pansexual life experience. Broughton was a 
Radical Faerie and was known as Sister Sermonetta among 
fellow official members of The Sisters of Perpetual Indul- 
gence. As a child, his mother detested his feminine behavior 
and so sent him to military school, but that didn't work out. 
Unlike less literate queer folks of today, Broughton realized 
the importance of the ideas of Carl Jung. He fathered the 
daughter of film critic Pauline Kael in 1948. At age 49 he wed 
Susannah Hart in a truly extraordinary marriage ceremony. 
His short film The Bed (1968) contained more nudity than 
any American film up to that point. At age 62 he fell in love 
and partnered with Joel Singer who was almost 40 years 


younger. Broughton sensed 
that Singer was the incarnation 


(Rt 


Jennica Kruse Portraits. 


THE BIG LOWDOWN 

Sat., Aug. 23-25 

St. Paul Union Depot, 

214-4th St. E., Lowertown St. Paul 
www.bedlamtheatre.org 


Two innovative performance 
groups, Bedlam Theatre and 
Live Action Set, blend their 
energies for a ‘roving adven- 
ture’ of Lowertown St. Paul. 
Numerous short performances 
shaped by artists and the 
audience will be intertwined 
as you go along. Noah Bremer 
directs. Irna Landrum, Com- 
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Pride and Prejudice. Photo by Michael Brosilow 


munity Engagement Director for the project, explains: “We 
just wanted to make something great with as many people 
as possible. Community members - whether this is their 
first or 1001st performance- are influencing this thing from 
beginning to end. None of the pieces for the show were pre- 
scripted, so everyone who is in it will have had a chance to 
mold The Big Lowdown — what it looks like, what it sounds 
like, what it feels like, and even where you get to experience 
it. And the collaboration continues with our audiences. The 
people coming along on this adventure with us -and those 
passing by wondering just what those people are up to- will 
shape this show." 


JENNICA KRUSE PORTRAITS 
Through Sept. 8 

Black Forest Inn, 1 E. 26th St., Mpls. 
www.jennicakruse.com 
www.artistsinstorefronts.com 


At the delicious Black Forest Inn you can add to your 
eating pleasure by checking out Jennica Kruse's embroidered 
portraits. She describes it as “a series of portraits of homes 
in Minneapolis, parts of neighborhoods that I live and work 
in, and so it has a personal emotional impact for me. I am 
especially glad to have them as part of the Artists in Store- 
fronts program because of the project's focus on the commu- 
nity. I like the parallels between the architectural structures 
of homes, the more intimate sturctures of our own bodies, 
and the delicate nature of embroidery, lace, thread, and 
cloth." The Artists in Storefronts is happening in the Whittier 
Neighborhood in which the Black Forest Inn is legendary for 
its German cuisine. 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

Through Aug. 31 

Guthrie Theater, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


200 years ago, in 1813, Jane Austen's novel was published 
and has continuously sold, sold, sold! Various stage and film 
adaptations have been rendered and Simon Reade's version at 


the Guthrie gives the novelist, 
often-hailed as western litera- 
ture's greatest, her theatrical 
due. This production has been 
hyped for its romantic leading 
man, Vincent Kartheiser, of 
television's dazzling Mad Men 
series. Indeed, the man love and 
reviled as Peter Campbell gives 
a fine performance as Mr. Darcy 
though he could use a bit more 
psychic heft. 

Thankfully, however, director 
Joe Dowling has not turned 
Pride and Prejudice into a star 
vehicle for Kartheiser. He has 
meticulously shaped a capti- 
vating array of in-the-moment 
performances that transport 
us to the Regency era of 19th 
century England. Austen's 
complex language can only 
work dramatically if the actors 
are highly concentrated in the 
period and its collective mental- 
ity, which this entire ensemble 
does with scrupulous flair. That 
comparatively restrictive mental- 
ity in comparison to that of our 
own era makes for humor and 
wit galore. 

Moreover, P&P's central 
theme of arranged hetero- 
sexual marriage based solely 
on a woman's family income is 
a striking reminder for our time 
of increasing marriage equality 
that marriage has historically 


not been about love, but about 
assets and patriarchy. Ashley 
Rose Montondo as protagonist 
Elizabeth Bennet glistens as 
a young woman who will not 
settle for less than love even if 
it means she might well suffer 
the dreadful stigma of ‘spinster.’ 
Peter Thomson and Suzanne 
Warmanen are marvelously 
contrasting as her parents. Ironi- 
cally, her father wants Elizabeth 
to marry for love, while her 
mother is spasmodically ob- 
sessed with materialism. 
Aeysha Kinnunen adds 
vibrant mischief as rebellious 
daughter Lydia whose impulses 
and arrogance contrast Eliza- 
beth's measured defiance. Aus- 
ten figured out two centuries 
ago in her novel that rebellion 
is certainly necessary at times 
but that one has to go about it 
thoughtfully and wisely adapt 
as needed, which Elizabeth 
does, as new information enters 
our sphere. Note that this is 
something nicely respected and 
realized by playwright Reade. 


The Final Act at the 2013 Minnesota 
Fringe Festival. Photo by Scott 
Pakudaitis 


QUEER OFFERINGS AT 
MINNESOTA 


Fringe Festival 

Through Aug. 11 

Various Venues in Minneapolis 
www.fringefestival.org 


Los Angeles's lovable Les 
as in Les Kurkendaal, returns 
with Dirty Messy Love, joined 
with guest storyteller Allison 
Broeren. It's a comedic take at 
Continued on page 18 > 
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what can happen when love goes wrong. Lovable Les shares, 
"This show was actually inspired by the fight for marriage 
equality in states like Minnesota and California. There has 
been a lot of talk about love and relationships. Now that we 
can get married legally a lot of people I know, whether single 
or married, have marriage on the brain. I have been in along 
term relationship for almost nine years but I found myself 
thinking about all the frogs I had to kiss to get there." 

Speaking of marriage equality, check out Happy Double 
Wedding, a gender-blind performance work about marriage. 
This work-shopped piece shows that there are universal 
issues surrounding the marriage ceremony. Dangerous Pro- 
ductions Artistic Director Tyler Olsen says, *No matter who 
is getting married to each other, it's a given that a wedding 
can be ridiculously expensive, stressful, and can create un- 
necessary drama. We think gender is irrelevant compared to 
these other elements, which bring natural comedic moments 
for the audience." 

Bearded ladies are used to expose binary gender thinking 
in Stubble. Writer Martha Heyl shares that while working on 
the project, “I’ve discovered how much of the main charac- 
ter's story is my own — my own struggles with ‘gender’ and 
what to do with my future- and how important it is to me to 
share this experience with others." 

The Final Act by Aaron Greer, Ben Tallen, and Brian 
Watson-Jones considers the controversial death of renegade 
Elizabethan playwright Christopher Marlowe. Director Carin 
Bratlie says, “Marlowe’s sexuality is a big part of the plot and 


his motivations in the play. He 
doesn't hide his sexuality and 
doesn't apologize. He owns who 
he is. He is his own man, and 
uses both men and women to get 
what he wants." 

In The Gravity of Ghosts 
showcase, Cole Sarar tells 
her story, titled Faultline. She 
elaborates that it's “a fictional 
story of two women in the early 
white settlement of the Midwest. 
The characters are flawed, 
passionate human beings who 
as narrators are unreliable, and 
the truth of the relationship and 
events between them can exist 
only in the audience's interpreta- 
tion. I created this story because 1 
human beings constantly rewrite T! 
events in our heads and out loud, Stubble. Photo by Mark Vancleave 
whether intentionally or uninten- 
tionally. Fiction, especially that 
which includes some aspect of 
the fantastic, like ghosts, gives 
me a unique opportunity to allow 
the truths of unreliable narrators 
to hang in the balance. In a time 


period and location when lesbian 
relationships were little consid- 
ered." O 


SUMMERTIME 


SAVINGS 


Detail Package 


| 
| 
| 
When you spend $49.99 or more [ 
I 
I 
| 


| Expires 9.30.13. 
| Not valid with any other offer. 


ШШ 


008593 


| Маѕһ Раскаде 


9008594 


Expires 9.30.13. 
Not valid with any other offer. 
Excludes base wash. 


13 Convenient Locations 
To Serve You! 
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CAR WASH & LUBE CENTERS 
mistercarwash.com 


DATE NIGHT 
Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza 
Desssert 


Bottle of Wine | $3 


612.825.6827 


3555 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis 
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our law firm's family values? 
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Twin Cities Gay, 
Men's Chorus 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Business, Criminal Law, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 
Employment Law/Discrimination, Professional Licensing and Discipline, 
and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
** Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


rday, August 24 ° 8:00pm 
Pantages Theatre e Minneapolis 
IN PERSON: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) or any Ticketmaster outlet 


BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 PRESENTED BY 
ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul * (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


FARGO 


“I wish I could tell 
my younger self 
it gets better.” 


It can be hard to be young, but thanks to great 
organizations like GLSEN, the It Gets Better 

Project, Point Foundation, Teach For America, 
and The Trevor Project, we're all working 
together to bring help and hope to all young 
people. Let's keep making it better. 


Learn more about Wells Fargo's commitment to 
the LGBT community at wellsfargo.com/lgbt. 


IT GETS’ POINT ` TEACHFORAMERICA “TREVOR: 
BETTER n TREVOR: 


Ss saving young lives 
PROJECT 


nn 
raso 
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (928993 08558) 
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presents 
OR КЭ 
О LAVENDER'S 


FIRST -8.0 


Thursdaus 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


also sponsored by: 


WHEN: Thursday, September 5 
TIME: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
COST: FREE 
WHERE: 


e 
po 


242 W. 7th Street 
St. Paul 


FEATURING: 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
PFund, TCGMC, Prime Timers MSP 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


MUSIC | Ea Huyck 


PET SHOP BOYS Electric 
| Coming less than a year after the 
introspective Elysium, Electric finds 
the "boys" (they're both well into their 
50s now) in more of a dance mood. 
Of course, even the most exuberant 
Pet Shop Boys song has had a tinge of 
melancholy to it — it's part of the band's 
immense appeal. The sad synths are 
all over Electric, even on the bounci- 
est numbers. And let's face it, not many 
dance acts apart from the Pet Shop Boys could get away with 
driving dance song called "Love is a Bourgeois Concept." They 
even move into the realm of British hip-hop, employing British 
DJ and rapper Example on the tune "Thursday." Beyond that, 
there is even a Bruce Springsteen cover, "The Last to Die," from 
2007's Magic. 


DISCLOSURE Settle 

The Pet Shop Boys represent English 
dance music's long past, this duo could 
very well be its future. Made up of 
brothers Guy and Howard Lawrence, 
Disclosure presents spare dance 
grooves that are loaded with hooks. 

In fact, leadoff cut "When a Fire Starts 
to Burn" may be the weakest number 
here, as the repetitive lyrics (the title, 
over and over again) wear thin long 
before the song is over. As the album heats up, however, the 
funky vibe overwhelms, producing a string of dance-floor pack- 
ers and more intimate jams. They get help from some young 
British upstarts, including the awesomely named Eliza Doolittle 
(on the spare "You & Me") and the not-so-cool-name-but- 
equally talented Edward MacFarlane (on the groovier "Defeated 
No More") 


MAVIS STAPLES One True Vine 
A gospel record usually wouldn't be 
that high on my radar, but Staples is 
such a legend - in both religious and 
secular music - that even the most 
hardcore heathen is going to get a tug 
of the spirit from this album. Staples 
works once again with Wilco frontman 
Jeff Tweedy, who provides most of the 
playing on the album. His straightfor- 
ward, blues-influenced country vibe 
is perfect here, staying out of the way so Staples can show- 
case her considerable vocal stuff. It can be covers of P-Funk, 
Low or a tune by Tweedy (the elegiac "Jesus Wept") or a joy- 
ous reading of "I Like the Things About Me," co-written by her 
father, Roebuck, and originally recorded by her earlier group, 
the Staples Singers. 


MAYER HAWTHORNE 

Where Does This Door Go 

Mayer Hawthorne (one of the stage 
names of Andrew Cohen) looks a bit 
like Elvis Costello, and he shares that 
Brit's love of American soul music 

just with some extra touches of funk. 
Hawthorne's third LP continues on with 
the neo-soul and r&b sound of previous 
efforts, merging touches of the classic 
styles from the past (not just the '60s 
or ‘70s like some of the others in the current wave, but lots of 
'80s - think Prince — as well) with the immediate dance-floor 
sounds of today. He also brings a bit of wit to the table, opening 
the album with the classic-tinged "Back Seat Lover" and ending 
up, on the expanded version at least, by comparing his latest 
love to a "Designer Drug." O 


` 


RODIZIO GRILL. 


The BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSE 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


x 


"7 Savor the abundance of flavor Ё 


S 
Д 1, 12197 Elm Creek Blvd. | (763) 657-1133 | rodiziogrill.com 


simpLu Beyond the ordinary." 
“Ye ye Ye Ye” 


Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 


PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 


253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 


www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


Gah 
d 
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liberace 


THE CANDELABRA - SUMMER ‘TAIL 


Ginger-infused 
vodka, St-Germain 
elderflower liqueur, 
fresh lemon juice 
and a dash of 
pomegranate. 
Served up with 
sparkling sugar 
crystals and a twist 
of lemon. 

Possibly served by 
Sample Rm's own 
“Liberace”! 


612-822-4769 
5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS 
tangletowngardens.com 


lunch, dinner, cocktails daily + sat & sun brunch 
northeast mpls + on the river + patio 
2124 marshall st + 612-789-0333 
www.The-Sample-Room.com 
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[" Chef Mike Rakun. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


MARIN 


The interview was humming along so nicely until I heard 
words from Chef Mike Rakun, “That's the only dish we use 
any butter in." Wait — what was that? What do you mean you 
don't use butter? Can you do that in a professional kitchen? I'm 


the kind of eater that has scooped foie gras mousse using fried 
chicken skin as an implement, and you don't use butter? 
Don't worry, I was able to recover, and I soon found myself 
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diving into another dish from the kitchen of the new Marin. A suc- 
culent black cod was served in a pool of lemongrass broth, per- 
fectly seasoned and adorned with thin slices of spicy red pepper. 
Butter need not apply for this dish. It was perfectly balanced as is. 

Marin (pronounced like Marin County in California) is the 
sister restaurant to Mill Valley Kitchen. Owner Craig Bentdahl 
and Chef Rakun believe that dining should leave eaters feeling 


Continued on page 24 
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Kitchen OPEN T0-CLOSE 


LORING 


KITCHEN ВАК 


www.LoRiNcGKiTCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 


Since 1987 


twitter.com/holylanddeli 


Main Store 
2513 Central Ave. NE. - Мр, MN 55418 612-781-2627 


Midtown Global Market f Like us 
(old Sears bldg.) Offers! 
920 East Lake St. « Mpls., MN 55407 - 612-870-6104 facebook.com/holylandbrand 


BANQUETS * SECLUDED PATIO ° LUNCH & D 
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more reasons to love us... LOD 
SM 


Weekday Breakfast < 
& Late Night Dining 


«3, Now Open 8am - midnight! 
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3800 Nicollet Ave + 612.823.4790 
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MOSCOW ON THE HILL 


RUSSIAN RESTAURANT AND VODKA BAR 


371 SELBY AVE. * SAINT PAUL 
(651) 291-1236  MOSCOWONTHEHILL.COM 


ee 1 
R 


D 
T 


WEDDINGS * EXTENSIVE VODKA MENU * CATERING 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 


Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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(Clockwise from top) Outdoor dining; Roasted 
cauliflower, creamy hummus with pita bread; 
Black cod in lemongrass broth. Photos by 


Hubert Bonnet 


good. Rakun explained, “We've all left restaurants after eating a meal that 
tastes delicious, but you walk out feeling not so good." Their goal is to cre- 
ate consciously aware dishes. Ingredients are sustainable, handled in a way 
that preserves their integrity and nourishes diners. Each menu item has 
the caloric stats listed, as well as if they are vegan or gluten-free. To do all 
this without relying on the chef rule that "fat is flavor" is incredibly ambi- 
tious. Instead they utilize all kinds of other flavor enhancers like pureed 
vegetables to create that same velvety mouth feel that is usually created by 
artery-clogging oils. Nuanced flavors are played with, using different spices 
and chilies. They mainly cook with heart-friendly olive oil. 

'This healthful menu is not a gimmick. Because they sit at the base of a 
hotel, they serve breakfast, lunch, and dinner, as 
well as provide room service with menus filled 
with elegant dishes. It's a different way of think- 
ing about feeding people that fits in with a res- 
taurant space that has struggled to find the right 
restaurateur to operate it. 

The last incarnation of this space was clean, 
pristine white. For this incarnation, they brought 
in Shea, Inc. to redesign everything. The make- 
over created several separate spaces that are 
awash in warm light and comfort. There is a din- 
ing room, perfect for business lunches or special 
occasion dinners; a copper-colored bar for catch- 
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ing up with friends or grabbing a quick drink before or after a show; an 
outdoor patio with another bar featuring a periodic table of gin (more on 
that in a minute); a downstairs lounge library with a massive wine collection 
that is encased in glass for admiring; and a private chef's table in the kitchen 
as well as private meeting spaces for corporate off-sites. The restaurant is 
ready to be many things to many people. 

Cocktail aficionados will be pleased to hear that Mike Rasmussen is run- 
ning the bar program. He worked alongside bar superstar Johnny Michaels 
of La Belle Vie fame. Rasmussen's mind must be part mad-scientist because 
his way of pulling together a drink program that spans three distinctly dif- 
ferent bars is dazzling. 

Outside, shaded from the summer sun, 
guests can create their own gin and tonic experi- 
ence, choosing from something like forty differ- 
ent types of gin, aromatics, and a tonic made in 
small batches from scratch, right there behind 
the bar. There's a nearby chef's garden where 
the bartenders also harvest fresh ingredients for 
their drinks. This is a patio built for savoring the 
warmer months (and there is a fire pit for when 
the inevitable chill returns). 

'The downstairs library, stocked with actual 
books, seems like the sort of spot to sip the 
brown liquors or take shelter from an unrelent- 


Continued on page 26 


We know there's an extra “the,” but that's 
the only way we could spell “H.O.T.T.Y.” 


$29.99 per person* 


for a 3-course meal 
August 25 - August 29 


Rescue your wife from her daily 
routine. The Melting Pot makes the 
Perfect Night Out® so easy with this 
$; featured 3-course meal including 
The your choice of salad, a HOTTY or 
Melting Dol. Hero entrée and your choice of 


chocolate fondue. 


— 
a fondue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED * MELTINGPOT.COM 
(612) 338-9900 • 80 S. ЭТН ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


*See store for details or restrictions. 


Ri 
OPENING SOON in 

iring all 
ае call 090300270 


CH: "DINNER 


nts up. to. rx Guests" 


i days aw 
3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$5 Off All Buckets О’ Beer 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 


**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 
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ZE men gn Speech атра ст Б51023 651.2223100, 
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ing heat-wave. They make a proper Manhattan 
and Old Fashioned as well as a selection of sur- 
prisingly boozy champagne cocktails. This quiet, 
cozy space allows a person to slowly sink into one 
of these cushy chairs and find solace from the din 
of the city. 

Along with all the different bar spaces are the 
myriad of menus. Because they are part of the ho- 
tel they serve breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Chef 
Rakun, having once worked at a hotel earlier in 
his career, understands how to create dishes that 
can stand up to the rigors of room service. In ad- 
dition to breakfast, lunch, and dinner there is also 
a happy hour selection of flat-breads, cooked in 
their woodfire oven, and an array of desserts. 

So, while there is practically no butter in the 
kitchen, they do have cream. There is an oatmeal 
cookie sandwiched around mint chocolate chip 
ice cream and dunked in yet more chocolate; a 
staff favorite. Another dessert offered includes a 
selection of popular store-bought cookies made 
from scratch. 

All these spaces-corners decorated with stun- 
ning works of art-dishes, and drinks are worth 
exploring at Marin. 


Marin 
901 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis 
www.marinrestaurant.com 


(From top) Indoor dining room; 
Garden ingredients for the aromatic 
gin and tonics. Photos by Hubert 
Bonnet 
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Two restaurants from inside 

are expanding. 
known for their fabulous and affordable 
tacos, is opening a second location in the 
old Molly Quinn's on East Lake Street. 
Thomas Kim and Kat Melgaard, owners 


of the best Asian/ 
Soul Food/Punk Rock hybrid around, are 
opening at the edge of the 


market. Expect to find Korean-style double 
fried chicken, super juicy burgers topped 
with bacon jam, and duck fat-crisped mochi 
cakes served alongside a killer cocktail in an 
Asian-twisted punk rock fairytale with the 
soul of a dive bar. 
From the team who brought us 

and the we now 
have in the Nokomis East 
neighborhood. Restored lanes alongside a 
gorgeous restored bar, they have all their 
brews including a new Super Strike – a 
light beer created especially to pair with 
bowling. 

in st. Paul has been sold to Chef 

Max Thompson (late of Butcher & the 
Boar). 
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814 B Hennepin Ave 
Near the Saloon 
612-355-5505 


Gall ON a 


A TOUCH OF 
GREECE IN THE 


HEART OF 
MINNEAPOLIS 
: Full Authentic 
Greek Menu 
Full Bar 
Daily Specials 
e RESTAURANT” 
Carry Out 
Lake at Lyndale 
612.825.9922 Catering 


Tues-Fri 4:30pm-1 Ipm 
Sat. | lam-I | pm/Sun. | lam-10pm 
www.itsgreektomemn.com 


Imagine... The perfect honeymoon hotel. 
Two and three bedroom luxury condominium accommodations. 


Exquisite mid-century design and furnishings. Spectacular pool, spa, 
and koi stream. 


The ideal location with unbelievable mountain views. All included with 
our extraordinary honeymoon packages available on our website. 


www.randomhauspalmsprings.com 


760.537.7601 


588 e san lorenzo rd 
palm springs | ca | 92264 


| Caribbean / Indian / Asian Fusion Home Cooking. 
Take Out ° Catering * Dine-in 


RANDOM ` 
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TRAVEL | Carla Waldemar 


Se m e 


Düsseldorf at night. Photo courtesy of iStockphoto 


DUSSELDORF, QUEEN OF THE RHINE 2 


“Competition never sleeps!” invokes our 
guide as she marches us through Diisseldorf, 
the city that’s taken her motto to heart. Other 
German towns might be described as “quaint,” 
“old-world” or “romantic.” Not here. 

Despite an Old Quarter crammed with an- 
tique facades, time-tested microbreweries, and a 
vibrant open-air market tumbling over its cobble- 
stones, the past makes way for tomorrow. The 
skyline sports the ultra-modern architecture of 
Frank Gehry and David Libeskind. Shoppers 
along the elite Konigsallee pop into Gucci, Cha- 
nel, and Tiffany. They relax with a cocktail at 
the Breidenbacher Hof, a five-star hotel where 
I'm assigned a Personal Assistant to fan my ev- 
ery whim. (“Spargel’—the season's first white 
asparagus— "with your eggs Benedict? Certainly. 
A ticket to the (sold-out) Deutsch Oper tonight? 


No problem. And may I bring you an espresso?") 

We tour the Tonhalle, where, within the re- 
purposed planetarium's dome, the symphony 
is playing. Then, a breeze through the forward 
art that's the signature of this city. First stop, 
the NRW-Forum, celebrating Bryan Adams' 
penetrating photo portraits of his buds—Ben 
Kingsley to Sting, Mick Jagger to QE2. And a 
nude Kate Moss. 

The Gallery of the Art Academy showcases 
works by its own trend-blazing professors, while 
the Kunstpalast's display manifests a cache that 
ricochets from Rubens to modernists Pollack 
and Hockney. Fast forward to the K20, where the 
table stakes include Picasso, Chagall, and Miro, 
then up the ante with American avants Warhol, 
Hockney and Lichtenstein. 

Think that's wild? Then step over to K21, 


even more out-there, and the Tunnel Museum— 
housed, as promised, in a former car tunnel be- 
low the Rhine River's promenade, where emerg- 
ing artists have their say. 

Past glories receive homage, too. Beyond 
the glorious green Hofgarten, where rabbits and 
swans monitored my morning jog, stretch the 
garden estate of Benrath Palace, a joyous Ro- 
coco wedding cake crafted to impress the proles 
by their ruler. Back in the Old Town for dinner, 
we bumped elbows, and steins of devilishly dark 
alt bier, with the burly soccer crowd, demolish- 
ing platters of mega-meatballs, uber-schnitzels, 
ginormous goulash and Rubensian rouladen (not 
counting potato dumplings big as cannonballs 
and fields of sweet-and-sour cabbage). 

For a final dining fling, following an insider's 
tip, we slipped into Shabby Chic, sporting chan- 
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deliers in its grunge-ike setting hidden where 
even ardent locals might never stumble on it. My 
fillet of zanderfish came with a side of lasagna, 
while calves' liver sported a truffle remoulade. 
Desserts were equally, divinely, erratic: caramel 
strudel lush with apples and oranges, and al- 
mond cake fueled with banana, chili, and choco- 
late. I could get to like it here! Want to try it, too? 
Check out www.duesseldorf-tourismus.de/en/ 
home. To make the going even easier, American 
Airlines has just introduced nonstop Chicago- 
Düsseldorf flights. 


— SIDE BAR —— 
DAYTRIPS TO 
CATHEDRAL TOWNS 


Cologne (Koln in German) lies 40 min- 
utes by train from Düsseldorf. As if planned 
by the tourist bureau, its prime sites are 
clustered just across the plaza from the sta- 
tion. First off, that iconic, twin-spired cathe- 
dral—Germany's most famous—a Gothic 
fantasy of lacy, sculpted stone and glim- 
mering stained glass, whose construction 
begin in the 13^ century to hold its most 
prized relic: the heads of the Three Magi, 
encased in a golden casket. 

Next door, the ultra-modern Paulus Mu- 
seum showcases contemporary art as well 
as a snazzy restaurant. Aside it, the Roman- 
Germanic Museum, through whose glass 
facade passersby can gawk at the grand 
mosaic floor, like a living-room carpet, of 
the Governor's Palace of the Romans, who 
founded the city. This was Nero's hometown, 
and a statue commemorates the famous fid- 
dling emperor and his wife, Agrippina, who 
embraced poisoning as her particular art. 

Twelve more Gothic spires pierce the 
skyline, visible on a relaxing boat tour along 
the Rhine. Behind the shoreline lies another 
archaeologist's bonanza: the excavations of 
the medieval Jewish quarter, complete with 
jewelry. A museum is in the making here. 

And that citrusy scent that embraces the 
city? It's the colognes (get it?) developed by 
dueling perfumeries—4711 and Farina, since 
1709 prized by everyone from Napoleon to 
Princess Di (oh, and Bill Clinton). 

Linger for a bite of dinner before you hop 
the train. Fronting the street floor at Hof 18, 
outdoor tables are seized by the brewery's 
rambunctious clientele. Upstairs, a more re- 
fined kitchen left me purring over a salad of 
goat cheese in apple-honey sauce, suckling 
pig in mustard, and a berry-crowned créme 
brulee. ColognePride and its Christopher 
Street Parade are July 5-7, the same days as 
its SummerJam music festival. For info, con- 
tact www.cologne-tourism.com. 

Aachen (Aix to the French) is a 90-min- 
ute train ride west of Düsseldorf, and home 


(Clockwise from top left) Embankment of the Rhine River; Town Hall; Media Harbor and Rhine Tower. Photos courtesy of 


iStockphoto. Cathedral in Cologne. Photo courtesy of KolnTourismus. Aachen monumental cathedral. Photo courtesy of iStockphoto 


to another emblematic cathedral. Settled 
by Romanized Celts in 1 A.D. and today liv- 
ened by throngs of university students, its 
prime claim to fame is its most famous citi- 
zen, Charlemagne. He selected the site, 12 
centuries ago, as his retirement palace and 
erected his sublimely beautiful private cha- 
pel within the cathedral—a petite octagon 
blooming with mosaics. A winding staircase 
leads to his throne, composed, they say, of 
the marble from Jesus' tomb. 

In that larger space below it, added onto 
by another bigwig, Barbarossa, stand two 
magnificent caskets of relics: the first, a gold- 
en cedar chest of sorts, storing the loincloth 
of Jesus and the Baby's swaddling clothes; 
the second, the bones of Charlemagne him- 
self—well, 94 of them, preserved when Bar- 
barossa lobbied him for sainthood. Their 
carvings explain the politician's motive: By 
sculpting Jesus leaning out of an upstairs 
window to crown Charlemagne, and kings of 
the time upstaging the usual images of the 
apostles, Barbarossa's subjects got the mes- 
sage: Political rulers are more powerful than, 
ahem, the Pope. 

Around the town, fountains gush at ev- 


ery crossroad, including aside the Town Hall 
of 1350 and the city's oldest house, now 
the information center of the Route Char- 
lemagne. Back in the day, gingerbread was 
given out to the town's pilgrims; today, we 
snag our share at the many bakery shops 
scenting the city. Then it's time for dinner 
deluxe inside that grand Town Hall—an 
amuse of crawfish- studded couscous, then 
cod in beurre blanc, pork with truffles, and 
the season's first spargel—that near-holy 
white asparagus—and créme brulee with 
pineapple ice cream. Visit www.aachen.de/ 
EN/ts to plan your adventure. О 
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TOWN HOUSE зом 23 


SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS 


JUKEBOX e VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL SHOP LOCAL 


DARTS • PULL TABS e ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES x 
OPEN: MON m 3 PM-2 AM e SAT.-SUN. 1 РМ-2 AM 


. ENJOY OUR 
OUTDOOR PATIO 


e 
Singles Pool 8^ ° 


TOURNAMENT 
Sun., August 18 ° 4 PM 


Your BARTENDER 


ANDREW 


m © NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
т T "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
f facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • www.19bar.itgo.com Get your taco on! 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... 


| Barry Leavitt 


HOPE HOUSE RIVER CRUISE 

Monday, August 12 

Boarding 6pm e Cruise 7-10pm 

Each year, one of the biggest fundraisers and 
wildest parties is the Annual River Cruise Party 
benefitting Hope House, and this year is sure to 
be another great party on the St. Croix River. Your 
cruise includes a chef's choice buffet, raffles, door 
prizes, dancing, and music by YOLO. Tickets are 
$30. Call Scott at 651-494-8657 to reserve your tick- 
ets. www.hopehousescv.org 


THE LARAMIE PROJECT 

Performances: August 16-24 

The People’s Center Theater 

425 20th Ave. S., 3rd Floor, Minneapolis 

The People's Theater brings to the stage the 
story of the brutal murder of Matthew Shepa- 
rd, a young gay man, and the town of Laramie, 
Wyoming that must face the repercussions. 
The play was originally created by Members 
of the Tectonic Theater Project led by Moisés 
Kaufman all of who complied over 200 interviews 
of the residents of Laramie that discuss senti- 
ments regarding homophobia and their commu- 
nity. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/436640 


WE'RE ALL GOING TO HELL 

Friday, August 23 e Doors 9:30pm e Show 10:30pm 
Hell's Kitchen e 80 S. 9th St., Minneapolis 

This is gonna be a HOT one! Randy Dandy, Sweet- 
pea, and Foxy Tann & The Wham Bams all take 
the Black Hearts Burlesque stage, along with a 
very special guest, Kristina Nekyia. She's a show- 
girl, belly dancer, circus contortion dancer, bur- 
lesque queen, pin up nymph, actress, fire-eater, 
director, writer, and a Renaissance Femme in the 
Technicolor world of show. Kristina was the 2010 
First Runner-Up for the title of Queen of Burlesque 
at the Burlesque Hall of Fame competition in Las 
Vegas! www.hellskitcheninc.com. 


MINNESOTA STATE FAIR 

August 23-September 2 

Fair Grounds e 1265 Snelling Ave. N., St. Paul 
More than 450 different food and thousands of 
hot men walking around. What more could a gay 
bear want? Yes folks, it's all at the Great Minne- 
sota Get Together. The Minnesota State Fair. In 
addition to lots of food and hot men, the fair is a 
showcase for Minnesota's finest agriculture, art 
and industry. The fair also features hundreds of 
entertainment options including music all around 


the fairgrounds; educational exhibits; hands-on ex- 
periences; more than 60 carnival rides; thousands 
of competitions; 11 nights of Grandstand shows. 
www.mnstatefair.org 


ur Current Relgning Miss Toast of thé Town House 
CATEGORIES 
Theme Wear (Las Vegas Themed) 
Talent 
ls Gown 
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INEVER 
THOUGHT ID 
SEE THE DAY: 


THREE COUPLES 
REFLECT ON 
THEIR UPCOMING 
WEDDINGS... 
AFTER ALIFETIME 
TOGETHER. 


By Pam Colby 


JUDY WINIECKI AND LAVERLE MCADAMS 


JUDY WINIECKI AND LAVERLE MCADAMS MET ON THE IRON RANGE OF MINNESOTA 
IN 1969. IRONICALLY, IT WAS LAVERLE'S THEN-PARTNER WHO INTRODUCED THEM. 
A YEAR LATER, THEY BEGAN SEEING EACH OTHER. JUDY WAS 22, 

LAVERLE TEN YEARS OLDER. 
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Judy Winiecki and LaVerle McAdams met on the Iron Range 
of Minnesota in 1969. Ironically, it was LaVerle's then-partner 
who introduced them. A year later, they began seeing each 
other. Judy was 22, LaVerle ten years older. LaVerle explains, 
"|t is hard to understand, it just works. It's like the Ann Reed 
song, ‘you don't find love, love finds you.” Judy laughs, “I’m 
67 and LaVerle is 77 and we always joked that we would get 
married when it was federally legal, never thinking that we'd 
have to plan that wedding." The wedding is set for this Sep- 
tember 22nd. LaVerle chimes in, "It's wonderful." 

In contrast, things weren't so wonderful in 1970. Judy was 
a public school teacher in Tower, Minnesota, and LaVerle was 
a counselor at a junior college in Virginia, Minnesota. They 
knew that they would lose their jobs if their relationship were 
to be discovered. They could only be "out" as a couple to 
close friends. 

That same year, Judy took a job in a school in Richfield and 
moved to the Twin Cities. By 1973, they had both migrated 
to the larger and more anonymous metropolitan area. They 
remained very closeted. 

43 years later, they are stunned by the changes that they've 
witnessed. For example, on the first two houses that they pur- 
chased they could not take out a mortgage together. One in 
the couple would buy the house, then execute a quick claim 
deed and sell to the other. This was the only way that they 
could own jointly. LaVerle adds, "It took a while before we 
bought the cars jointly. The last place we bought a car nobody 
blinked, nothing. | never thought so much change would hap- 
pen in my lifetime." 

Despite the challenges, the couple feels very lucky to have 
found each other. They both say that the relationship has nev- 
er been difficult. LaVerle explains, "It's just that different peo- 
ple have different styles, different ways of doing things, but 
we get along." Judy adds, "We're both retired now, | never 
felt the relationship was hard, but it's really nice in retirement. 
Not having a job as a third member of the family." They have 
a lot of separate time, and individual time with friends, and 
LaVerle values her alone time. "Have fun. If it's hard, it's prob- 
ably not worth it," advises LaVerle. 

As for that unexpected wedding, they are planning an 
afternoon ceremony at their condo in the Cream of Wheat 
Building in Northeast Minneapolis. A close friend will offici- 
ate. LaVerle’s 96-year-old mother will give her away. “I’m an 
only child, my father died when | was four, my mother and I 
have been very close. She now will have a daughter-in-law, 
but I’m still her favorite daughter." LaVerle jokes, and goes on 
to explain that her mother has not always completely under- 
stood their relationship. "She always wants to know which of 
us is the man and which is the woman. We just say, Mom we 
are just partners.'" 

Judy comes from a large family with seven brothers and 
sisters. They will have many family members and friends on 
hand for the gathering. Now that the invitations are out and 
the catering ordered, they are both getting a little nervous. 
LaVerle says, “I have to admit a bit of a clutch at times, but it's 
what | want. It's marvelous and it's also surreal. Neither of us 
has ever been married before." 


“It is hard to un- 
derstand, it just 
works. It's like the 
Ann Reed song, you 
don't find Love, love 
finds you.” Judy 
laughs. 


Continued on page 34 > 
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HARVEY ZUCKMAN AND PHIL OXMAN 


WHEN PHIL OXMAN AND HARVEY ZUCKMAN FIRST MET, THE YEAR WAS 1975. GER- 
ALD FORD WAS THE PRESIDENT,JAWS AND THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
WERE THE TOP GROSSING FILMS, AND THE NUMBER ONE BILLBOARD HIT WAS 

THE CAPTAIN & TENNILLE'S "LOVE WILL KEEP US TOGETHER" 
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When Phil Oxman and Harvey Zuckman first met, the year 
was 1975. Gerald Ford was the President, Jaws and The Hocky 
Horror Picture Show were the top grossing films, and the 
number one billboard hit was the Captain & Tennille's "Love 
Will Keep Us Together." They met at Sutton's Place, a gay bar 
located where the Target Center is today. They still have an 
ashtray from the bar as a memento. 

Harvey was 24 and had recently, unintentionally, come out 
to his mother through an uncle. Phil was just a few years old- 
er. Friends had been encouraging them to meet. Phil recalls, 
“We felt a strong pull towards one another immediately, we 
are both Jewish and | feel that that had something to do with 
it."^ Whatever the magnet was, it was deep, because 38 years 
later, love has kept them together. 

When asked about the success of their relationship, Phil 
responds that it takes a lot of work. He credits his profession 
as a psychologist where he has been trained in communica- 
tion skills, but he is quick to add, "We both must work at it and 
it has grown easier over the years. The trick is that we accept 
ourselves more easily now, and work at not putting expecta- 
tions on each other." He also cites their friends and family as 
relationship anchors. "Harvey's family was very open from 
the very beginning and they lived here in the Twin Cities, so 
we had a place for spending family time and holidays." 

Like many long-term couples, Harvey and Phil have in- 
vested both time and money in legal documents to pro- 
tect and preserve what they have together. Harvey is the 
owner of FirstTech, a local Apple retailer, and Phil works 
as a psychologist. Prior to recent passage of marriage 
equality laws, they had no legal remedy to avoid pay- 
ing inheritance taxes on the estate of the surviving part- 
ner. Married spouses do not pay these taxes. This was the 
central issue in the recent ruling at the Supreme Court. 
Harvey and Phil are planning a wedding for next May, how- 
ever, they will become legally married on August 1st. Phil 
states, "We've waited too long already." They also plan to sit 
down with their attorney and evaluate how their upcoming 
marriage will impact their current documents. When travel- 
ing, they will continue to carry copies of their medical direc- 
tives. Phil is still thinking about scenarios where the docu- 
ments might be necessary, for example, if they are traveling 
in Oklahoma. 

But despite the obstacles that remain regarding marriage 
equality, Phil is elated, "I never thought this would happen in 
my lifetime! My head is still spinning, it happened so fast!" 

They will marry in May, because it is beautiful in Minneso- 
ta then, and all of their friends and relatives can be there. The 
wedding will be at their synagogue, Shir Tikvah. Phil is both 
nervous and excited. The reception will include the Hora, or 
chair dance, where guests lift the couple above the crowd on 
chairs, and friends and family dance around in circles. 

Mazel Tov, Harvey and Phil! 


Phil is elated, | 
never thought this 
would happen in 
my lifetime! My 
head is still spin- 
ning, it happened 
so fast!" 


Continued on page 36 db 
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JOANN USHER AND CONNIE NYMAN 


JOANN USHER AND CONNIE NYMAN PLAN TO CELEBRATE 22 
YEARS TOGETHER BY GETTING MARRIED. IN FACT, THEY ARE 
PREPARING FOR TWO FAMILY WEDDINGS. 
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Joann Usher and Connie Nyman plan to celebrate 22 years 
together by getting married. In fact, they are preparing for two 
family weddings. In August their daughter and her partner will 
come from Arizona to obtain a marriage license and have a 
Minnesota wedding. Their own wedding will come next July. 

Connie and Joann's initial coming together would fit under 
the "it's complicated" heading. They had worked together 
for a number of years at United Theological Seminary. Joann 
was married to a man and had two children; Connie was in a 
relationship with a woman. "It's just one of those things that 
when it happened, it was clearly where we both were meant 
to be. We couldn't not be in a relationship," Joann explains. 

Now, 22 years later, they are both in their mid-sixties. Joann 
serves as the executive director at the Rainbow Health Initia- 
tive and Connie works as a financial manager at a large foun- 
dation. They have done all the advised steps for legal security 
such as health care directives and detailed wills, but Connie's 
retirement plan specifically states that only a spouse can be 
a beneficiary. "My family asks how we feel about the recent 
changes in the law. There are a lot of different emotions in- 
volved. It's really exciting that we can finally get married and I 
can legally be the beneficiary of Connie's retirement plan. But 
there's also a piece that's just very sad, that we had to wait so 
long just to have the same rights as the rest of our family." 

Because of their involvement with organizations working for 
marriage equality, the couple had faith that it would come to 
Minnesota, although it came even sooner that they had hoped. 
“I had no idea when the feds would pick it up, so | didn't think 
it would happen this fast, but | did think it would happen during 
my lifetime," Joann adds. 

When asked about what makes the relationship a success, 
Joann responded, "If there's a single piece of advice l'd give 
to any couple, it's about always putting the other one first, not 
to the point that you lose your personality, but that you make 
sure that everything works for both of you." Joann goes on 
to speak of a challenging time for them: "We remodeled the 
house together for 3 1/2 years. Wallpapering together-oh my 
God! Sometimes it means you have to step back and let it sit 
for a little." They are practicing "letting it sit" in deciding on 
the next stage of remodeling the house, which one is keener 
on than the other. 

Their wedding will be in the new chapel at United Theo- 
logical Seminary, the place where it all began. Music will play 
a prominent role as Joann used to be the executive director of 
the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus and Connie has always sung 
in a choir. Joann adds, "We will have been to a lot of weddings 
before we get to ours, so maybe things will change. | think that 
is one of the things that gay couples get to do, define what the 
ceremony looks like." 

Congratulations Connie and Joann! 


"If there's a single 
piece of advice I'd 
give to any couple, 
it's about always 
putting the other 
one first. 
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First Look: Spirit on Lake Apartments 


by Andy Lien, photos by Hubert Bonnet 


"Capture the Spirit of Living Out" is the motto of the long- 
awaited affordable living property for seniors, Spirit on Lake 
Apartments, located on Lake Street in Minneapolis. Originally 
the location of Spirit ofthe Lakes Church (which is now Living 
Table UCC), this project aimed to provide a space for older 
GLBT people; due to the stipulations of Section 42 housing, 
the scope is no longer strictly GLBT, but the community re- 
tains its orientation toward "living out" in later years of life. As 
of press time, all but one of the 46 unites have been rented. 


We were able to take a tour of the property while it is still 
undergoing the finishing touches of construction and look for- 
ward to its opening to residents on September 1 as well as 
the Grand Opening later this fall. What's as exciting as the liv- 
ing spaces is the fact that Ouatrefoil Library is moving into a 
lovely, sunny yellow-walled new home on the first floor of the 
building, with public access and plenty of space for books and 
periodicals. Congratulations to the developers and residents 
of Spirit on Lake! Stay tuned for more information about be- 
ing able to see the property this fall and read more about it at 
www.spiritonlake.org. 
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Minnesota LGBTO people 
smoke at 


#TWICETHERATE 
of non-LGBTO MN people* 


The following groups passed 
tobacco policies in 
2012 and 2013. 


Their commitment to a 
healthy environment for all 
will help reduce this statistic! 


Thank you! 


ЕЕЕ ЕЕ ЕЕ ЕЕ ЕЕ ЕЕ ЕЕЕ ЕСЕ ЕЕЕ 


Rare Productions 
Twin Cities Pride 
Street Factory Media 
Preston Chiropractic 
South Central Minnesota Pride 
TYSN 
MN Trans Health Coalition 
Kulture Klub 
Ali Sands CMT 
NARAL 5K 
The Exchange 
St. Olaf GLOW 
Davis Law Offices 
Sexquire LLC 
Lehmann Consulting LLC 
St. Olaf Queer Support 
MN AIDS Walk 
MN Out Campus Conference 
St. Cloud State 
Snatchers 
One Voice Mixed Chorus 
Spirit on Lake 
Sexual Violence Center 


————————— P фе 


*According to the respondents of RHI's 
2012 Voice of Health survey of 
LGBTO Minnesotans 
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RAINBOW 
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Health Initiative 


Advancing Health Equity 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


MATRIX: е2 epi 


Serving the Twin Cities for over 26 years 


Highly skilled RN Care Managers help navigate medical care, 
minimize hospital visits and guide you to needed resources. 


Home Health Care 4-24 hours promotes independence, 


Karen Lawrence 


preserves dignity, provides respite and offers reassurance. ` wen. aer CCM 


Owner 


€ Companion/Homemaker € Home Health Aide € Nursing Care & Advocacy 


Free RN Consultation 952-525-0505 www.matrixadvocare.com 


We are the only community clinic in Minnesota to be 
recognized by the HRC as a leader in LGBTQ healthcare. 


Every body matters. Call us for an appointment. 
651-645-0478 


Because Your Sexual Health Matters TY 
HEALTHCARE EQUALITY INDEX. 


o 
990 | = 
ce ео Family Tree Clinic Aa 
Y UALI 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


Love « Love 


$100 off your wedding band purchase of $500 or more! 
Use Promo Code: LVD 100 Offer expires 10/22/2013 


6 Twin Cities Locations 
-Burnsville -Maplewood 
-Bloomington ` -St. Louis Park 


DIAMONDS dër 
-Eden Prairie -Maple Grove 


*Offer valid in store and onine. Not valid on previous 
| purchases, trade ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, 


semi-mounts or fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined www.wed d i пра ауа ia mo nd S.CO m 


| with any other offer. Limit one per couple. 
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LAW & FINANCE | Jerry A. Burg 


Congratulations! 
You're Married To Your Ex! 


In the years I've been practicing law I've 
spoken to a number of Minnesota residents 
who married their same-sex partner in either 
Canada or a state that recognizes gay mar- 
riage and later wanted to dissolve that mar- 
riage. Prior to the enactment of the "gay 
marriage" legislation, the Minnesota defense 
of marriage act (Minnesota Statute $ 517.03) 
presented an obstacle for those folks who 
wanted to dissolve their marriages. Under 
the old Minnesota defense of marriage act, 
same-sex marriages from other states were 
void in Minnesota and “the contractual rights 
granted by virtue of the marriage or its ter- 
mination [were] unenforceable in this state." 
The individuals I spoke with over the past 
years typically chose NOT to test the waters 
by attempting to have a Minnesota court dis- 
solve their solemnized-elsewhere marriage. 
In other words, people who got married else- 
where but lived here couldn't divorce here, 
even though heterosexuals who married 
each other in other states get divorced here 
all the time. Broken-up Minnesota couples 
were, for all practical purposes, left without a 
way to end their marriage. Most states, like 
Minnesota, require that a person live in the 
state for a period of months before starting 
a divorce; in 2012, Vermont enacted a provi- 
sion in its civil union/marriage statute that 
allows same sex couples who had a Vermont 
civil union or marriage to have it dissolved 
there if they live in a state that does not rec- 
ognize same-sex marriage or civil unions. 
'That option for those united in Vermont no 
longer exists for Minnesotans who married 
there. 

“What difference does it make?" Well, you 
and the ex you once married in another state 
are now married in Minnesota. That means 
you have a legal spouse and cannot legally 
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marry another. All those marriage rights 
we campaigned, marched, and cheered for 
popped into existence on August 1, 2013: you 
and your ex now have some rights to claim 
against the other's estate if Karma deals ei- 
ther of you an unexpected death; you have 
the right to attend each other at the hospital 
and possibly participate in health care deci- 
sions; income earned during the marriage is 
“marital property" and with spousal mainte- 
nance is now on the table, letting a marriage 
go on and on, even though you may not have 
lived together for years, opens the door to 
issues that make money for us lawyers and 
leave parties angry and, well, broke. The 
United States Supreme Court decision in the 
Windsor case made marital status a key con- 
sideration for married-elsewhere gay Minne- 
sota exes because for purposes of tax filing 
status, tax rates, social security benefits and 
sharing retirement assets, you're now mar- 
ried to your ex! 

I was lucky enough to participate in a 
Quorum sponsored panel to discuss vari- 
ous aspects of the impact of the Minnesota 
gay marriage legislation and the recent Su- 
preme Court Windsor decision with commu- 
nity members who came to listen to lawyers 
and financial planners wax on about what 
we think you should do. I was reminded of 
some important Minnesota laws that impact 
you if you are married. Various laws estab- 
lish rights, obligations and in some respect, 
limitations for legal spouses. In addition to 
the treatment of a spouse within the myriad 
of family law statutory provisions, a legal 
spouse experiences unique treatment in stat- 
utes governing the disposition of one's estate 
upon death and within a multitude of laws re- 
garding health care. Marital status can be an 
important factor because of laws pertaining 


to corporations, laws defining the existence 
of certain kinds of personal injury lawsuits 
and laws concerning who can be forced to 
testify against another. Some insurance laws 
create significant rights for legal spouses 
and for individuals seeking and/or receiv- 
ing Medicaid who must spend down assets, 
spouses have significance that does not apply 
to life partners. 

Even as a single person, it's been exciting 
to experience the affirmation and good will 
that has come with the passing of the Min- 
nesota same sex marriage legislation and the 
recent Windsor decision from the Supreme 
Court. The joy may be short lived for some 
married-elsewhere folks whose relationships 
ended when the old Minnesota DOMA was 
still the law because they are now married 
to their exes as of August 1st. There are too 
many significant rights, obligations and con- 
siderations that accompany marriage to not 
end it, if the relationship is indeed over. It 
seems counter to my activist soul to be writ- 
ing an article warning my community to be 
wary of the consequences of winning this 
huge fight...but warn I must: contact me or 
any of the other excellent family lawyers you 
find in this fine magazine and ask us ques- 
tions. The bitter old queen who sits on my 
shoulder is reminding me that gay marriage 
in Minnesota could disappear if social con- 
servatives win both legislative houses and 
the governorship in 2014...but I try not to 
listen to her. Do yourself, your family and 
your current paramour the favor of divorcing 
your ex before you NEED to. O 


Attorney Jerry A. Burg is an adjunct professor at William 
Mitchell College of Law and has over 20 years experience 
practicing in the areas of family and criminal law. Find 
him at www.jerryaburg.com. 


Venues Include: 
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
Edinburgh USA 


Minnesota Zoo 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Green Haven Golf Course 


Lake Waconia Event Center 


Brooklyn Park Community Center 
American Swedish Institute 
Saint Mary University Center 
FIVE Event Center 
Keller Golf Club and Banquet Center 
Or Your Location 


er 


= 


Б = \ 

E — te: - 

HELL —— m + 

Edinburgh USA Бсјепсе Science Museum of Minnesota Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 


Museum 
of Minnesotas 


763.315.8503 ~ lancercatering.com 651.221.2550 ~ smm.org/rentals Zoo SOHO PARK. ок 651.487.8282 ~ comozooconservatory.org 


Lake Waconia Event Center FIVE Event Center Green Haven Golf Course 
763.315.8516 ~ lancercatering.com 651.290.9864 ~ lancercatering.com 763.576.2968 ~ lancercatering.com 
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LAW & FINANCE | Melissa J. Houghtaling, Esq. 


Marriage Equality in Minnesota for the 


As love becomes the law in Minnesota 
and marriage equality is felt across the state, 
many Minnesota residents have questions 
about their marriages entered into in Canada 
or states other than Minnesota prior to Au- 
gust 1, 2013. Furthermore, after the United 
States Supreme Court recently declared 
Section 3 of the “Defense of Marriage Act” 
(DOMA) unconstitutional in the case of Unit- 
ed States v. Windsor the questions seemed to 
compound. 

The most common question in these spe- 
cific scenarios is, “Is my marriage from (in- 
sert the name of state/country) automatical- 
ly recognized in Minnesota or do I have to do 
something?” The quick and easy answer is, 
“Congratulations! You are married in Min- 
nesota as of 12:00 a.m. on August 1, 2013, and 
there is no need to register or file anything 
for Minnesota to recognize your relation- 
ship.” The caveat to this answer is that if 
you and your loved one entered into a “civil 
union” or “domestic partnership” in another 
state those relationships are not marriages 
and are not legally recognized relationships 
under current Minnesota or federal law. 

Therefore, as of August 1, 2013, same-sex 
couples married in jurisdictions other than 
Minnesota were automatically afforded all 
of the same legal rights and responsibilities 


Already Married 


afforded to married heterosexual couples in 
Minnesota and by the federal government. 
According to the United States Government 
Accountability Office, there are 1,138 statu- 
tory provisions where marital status is a fac- 
tor in determining federal benefits, rights, 
and privileges and in Minnesota marriage 
provides couples with approximately 515 
state-level legal benefits, protections, and re- 
sponsibilities. 

For those individuals whose marriages 
are now legally recognized there are very 
few additional legal steps that must be ad- 
dressed. If you intend to remain in your 
marriage it is wise to revisit your estate plan- 
ning documents, beneficiary designations, 
and employee benefits to make certain all 
of these areas reflect your “new” relation- 
ship status in Minnesota. Your tax advisor 
can also assist you in determining whether 
amended tax returns can/should be filed, if 
there will be new tax consequences for you 
and your partner, or if there are tax benefits 
that will now be in effect. Additionally, the 
newly recognized marriage may affect im- 
migration status and partners to bi-national 
relationships should seek the assistance of 
an immigration attorney. 

Because Canada and other United States 
jurisdictions have legally recognized same- 


sex marriages for over a decade, some 
Minnesota residents find themselves in a 
position where they are no longer in a rela- 
tionship with the person they married in an- 
other jurisdiction. As of August 1, 2013, that 
relationship is considered a legal marriage 
under Minnesota law even if Minnesota did 
not recognize the marriage at the time it was 
entered into or at the time it ended. If you 
find yourself in this position you will need to 
seek a marital dissolution of that relationship 
(divorce) before you can legally enter into 
anew marriage. This process can be com- 
plex as some former partners are no longer 
in contact with one another, may no longer 
reside in the same state, frequently have new 
relationships, and children may have been 
born or adopted by either partner during 
the interim. Seeking a family law attorney 
versed in divorce and same-sex relationships 
will be imperative to creating a clear legal 
landscape for future relationships. 0 


Melissa Houghtaling, Esq. is an Attorney and Shareholder 
with Heltzer & Houghtaling, P.A. She practices in the ar- 
eas of family law and estate planning with a specific focus 
on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues. Ms. 
Houghtaling was recently recognized as one of the Best 
LGBT Attorneys Under the Age of 40 in the country by the 
Nation LGBT Bar Association. You can find her at www. 
heltzerhoughtaling.com. 
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Destination on the Shores 
of the St.Croix River ` 


651-439-6000 101 WATER STREET S, STILLWATER, MN 
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Assisting People a 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing GLBT Support Group for individuals 
with disabilities who also eh i as GLBT. Contact us for information озу] 


VERRA Center for 
3 Independent Living 


1600 University Ave. Suite 16 e St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651) 646-8342 e www.mcil-mn.org 


Mention this ad and receive 
10% off your purchase! 


PERRY COHN JEWELERS 
Welcomes You 


For the past 30 years, we have been specializing in fine jewelry, 
engagement and wedding rings, watches and crystal giftware. 


We are the best in the Twin Cities at Custom Designing 
and Manufacturing 


Please visit our website: 
perrycohnjewelersmn.com 


952.544.5136 


METROPOINT TOWER 
600 S. Hwy 169 Suite 160 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 


STORE HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat, 9:30 to 5:30 & Wed 9:30 to 8:00 


Email us at: ron@perrycohnjewelers.com and paul@perrycohnjewelers.com 


Honoring Life in x tyle for Over 150 Years 


with Funeral, Cremation, 
Pre-Arrangement, and 

Cemetery Services at any 
of our 16 locations. 


Find out more about our | 
commitment to offer the ` 
most professional and | 
caring funeral service to | 
the metro community. 


Li PARTY. PAPER 
mero aste. 
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434 E. Lyndale Ave. N. e Minneapolis | 
612- 343- 4300 ed wam com | 
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jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 


Aging isn't easy. Q 
Caregiving doesn't need moo -- 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


f Right 
at 
I IHome: 


In Home Care & Assistance 


2012 STAR TRIBUNE 
Top 100 Workplaces 
#1 Mid-sized Business 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Sick ofthe corporate gym scene? 
Try о week membership on us! 


ФС PEO 
o 
x 


° Locally owned 

° Affordable Personal Training 
e Boxing Training & Equipment 
* Circuit Training Classes 

* Open 365 Days a Year 


The Best Gym in Town 


2721 East Franklin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 


Ioocuipiercimc 
BUY ONE Jewelry and aftercare 
GET ONE purchase required for both 


No appointment needed. 


ЕЕ piercings. 


PIERCINGS! 
LIO5 Central • Minneapolis 


Also located in Mall of America 


612.354.7220 
almostfamouspiercing.com 
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BIGGAYHMENS COM: YOUR 


GLBT WORLD MEWS! 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM THE VATICAN: 

Pope Signals Openness To Gay Priests 

The Wall Street Journal reports that Pope Francis 
opened the door Sunday to greater acceptance of 
gay priests inside the ranks of Roman Catholicism as 
he returned to the Vatican from his maiden trip over- 
seas. When asked questions by reporters regarding 
having gay priests in the Church, the Pope respond- 
ed by saying, “Who am I to judge a gay person of 
goodwill who seeks the Lord? You can’t marginalize 
these people.” The Vatican has long regarded homo- 
sexuality as a “disorder,” so Pope Francis’ words in 
defense of gay priests is causing widespread interest 
in how the church may be changing its views on ho- 
mosexuality within its ranks. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM RUSSIA: 

First Tourists Arrested Under Russia’s Ban On 
“Gay Propaganda” 

Salon reports that four Dutch nationals were arrested 
on Sunday for reportedly asking young people about 
their views on gay rights. Kris van der Veen, a Dutch 
gay rights advocate, was reportedly working on a 
documentary about human rights in Russia, and 

his interviews were considered in direct violation 

of the country’s recent law which makes any free 
expression regarding gays and lesbians illegal. If 
convicted, the four could face sentences of up to two 
weeks in jail, strict fines and deportation from the 
country. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM THE UNITED STATES: 
GLBT Olympians And Allies Should Show Up In Russia 
BuzzFeed reports that You Can Play Project co- 
founder Patrick Burke writes that out GLBT and 
“publicly pro-gay” people should not boycott the So- 
chi Olympic games despite Russia’s anti-GLBT envi- 
ronment and laws. Burke’s commentary was written 
in response to the recent crackdown and persecution 
of the GLBT community by President Vladimir Putin 
and the government of Russia against the so-called 
“gay agenda” which could potentially cause many 
problems for gay and gay-supportive athletes and 
attendees at the upcoming 2014 Winter Games in So- 
chi. Burke writes that we must “show the world that 
there are elite GLBT athletes who are not afraid to be 
themselves, on and off the playing field.” 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM MINNESOTA: 

Two Minneapolis Police Department Cops 
Suspended; Racial, Sexual Slurs Alleged 

KSTP Eyewitness News reports that two Minneapo- 
lis police officers have been placed on administrative 
leave, accused of making racially and sexually de- 
rogatory statements that were so offensive, sources 
say, that fellow cops in Wisconsin reported them to 
the Minneapolis Police Department. Although the 
department would not comment, it would appear 
that the allegations stemmed from an argument that 
occurred in a Green Bay, WI bar, and that the officers 
were taken to the Green Bay police station where 
the offensive comments were made. It is being in- 
vestigated, but is alleged that the two officers made 
“racially derogatory” comments about the African 
American men in the bar as well as “offensive com- 
ments” about the sexual orientation of Minneapolis 
police chief Janeé Harteau, who is openly gay. L1 
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Shatter Expectations 
` ae oe 


New 2013 wedding receptions will receive: 

e Complimentary wedding suite 

e Complimentary champagne toast or specialty coffee station 
* Complimentary reception or gift opening room rental 

* Discounted suite rates for guests 


7025 Northland Drive North 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 
763.536.8300 
MinneapolisMarriottNW.com 


2 
BECAUSE Love KNOWS 
NO BOUNDARIES 


EE т 
> re a 
www.rjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 
Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 
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MARK MICHAEL DIAMOND DESIGNS 
Creating Jewelry As Unique As You Are 


7897 Main Street North « Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-494-5700 e markmichaelinfo@aol.com 
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LAW & FINANCE | Mike simon 


Same-Sex Marriage and Taxes 


Who Can File Jointly 

Congratulations! The U.S. Government 
finally recognizes your marriage! Unfortu- 
nately, this doesn't mean all same-sex cou- 
ples will be able to file joint tax returns in 
the immediate future. If you live in a state 
where same-sex marriage isn't recognized, 
you'll still have to file your taxes on sepa- 
rate, Single returns, just like you have in 
the past. However, if you do live in a state 
like Minnesota, where same-sex marriage 
is recognized, you now have access to all of 
the benefits available to any other married 
couple on a jointly filed tax return. What 
does this mean for couples who marry in 
a state that allows same-sex marriage and 
then move to a state that doesn't? We don't 
know yet and we're still waiting on the IRS 
to provide direction. 


The Basics 

Don't worry. Getting married won't dras- 
tically change the information you'll need to 
file your taxes, itll only cause some minor 
changes in the way you file the return. You'll 
still need all of the income and deduction 
information you've always used, but now, 
particularly if you've been splitting expenses 
with your spouse on single returns, you'll be 
able to include all of your spouse's informa- 
tion with yours and you'll both be eligible for 
the tax savings and credits allowed by the 
facts and circumstances of the return. 

As far as tax savings from filing joint tax 
returns, we're seeing some general trends, 
in that two high income earners ($100,000) 


are producing a slightly higher tax when 
their returns are combined, while two earn- 
ers making roughly $60,000 each should 
come close to breaking even. Where we're 
seeing the most savings are in cases where 
there's a large discrepancy between the in- 
comes of both spouses. In this case, the low- 
er income earner helps to bring the higher 
income down to a lower tax bracket. Again, 
these are general trends and the facts and 
circumstances of your situation may create a 
very different result. If you have any ques- 
tions on your situation and how filing jointly 
will affect you, you should seek the advice of 
your tax advisor. 


Filing Your Return 

We do know that married same-sex cou- 
ples will be able to jointly file their tax returns 
for 2013. Beyond that, there are still a lot of 
questions that the IRS needs to answer on a 
couple issues. The first is whether couples 
who were married before DOMA was struck 
down earlier this year will be able to amend 
prior return where they weren't allowed 
to file jointly. The second is what needs to 
happen with 2012 returns that received auto- 
matic 6-month extensions and haven't been 
filed yet and could conceivably be filed joint- 
ly now. We're hoping to hear more on these 
relatively soon, since the extension filing sea- 
son is coming up in October. 


Areas of Immediate Impact 
There are two areas of taxation where 
the impact of DOMA being struck down is 


having a more immediate effect. The first is 
Federal Gift and Estate Tax. Legally married 
couples are exempt from nearly all taxes due 
to property or money transactions between 
the spouses. This means that a number of 
transactions and gifts that were once taxable 
because marriage wasn't an option can now 
take place within the marriage and escape 
taxation. The second area is Employment 
Benefits. Up until this summer, benefits ob- 
tained for a same-sex partner were subject 
to income tax, while benefits obtained for a 
spouse are exempt from tax. Now, that extra 
amount in Health Insurance Premiums you 
pay for your spouse will no longer be taxed. 
The tax remains, however, for those who re- 
main unmarried. 

These are just some of the basics. As you 
can see, there are still a number of questions 
that need to be answered before all of the 
issues surrounding same-sex marriage and 
taxation are cleared up. Especially when it 
comes to who can file based on what state 
they live in. In additions, there are a number 
of other issues that affect your tax planning 
picture and need to be taken into consider- 
ation when filing your tax return. If you have 
any questions about how getting married will 
affect your tax filing, please contact your tax 
professional so they can help you interpret 
your new tax picture. [1 


Mike Simon is an Income Tax Specialist at ROR Tax Pro- 
fessionals, LLC. ROR Tax specializes in income tax plan- 
ning and preparation for individuals and businesses. Find 
more information at www.RORTax.com. 


LINDBLOM/JEWELERS 


Your Jeweler in Wayzata 


In Colonial Square 


1129 Wayzata Blvd E, Wayzata 
952.476.9597 


www.lindblomjewelers.com 
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| Find us on: 
facebook. 
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Are you HIV* 


and about to | 
start taking ART? | 


Are you HIV+ and already on ART? 


Let's work together to bring a cure to HIV closer to reality. 
Your participation will be confidential. 


We would love to work with you if you are in generally 
good health and over 18. 


You will be compensated for time & effort. 
Contact the researchers at the 


University of Minnesota working 
for a cure. 


Ah, 


UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 


For more information or to sign up for the study 
call: (612) 625-7472 or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu 


Compensation and time requirements vary depending on the study. 


GOT A LITTLE GAY IN YOU? FREEDOM TO MARRY ENGAGEMENT PHOTOS 


by Molly Ahern, a.m. photography 


The passage of the Freedom to Marry in Minnesota in May was especially emotional for Ania and me, as a couple and as photographers. To celebrate the historic occasion we chose to give away a free 
mini photography session to a loving gay couple. We wanted to share the love with our community! After receiving a great response to our request for contest submissions on Facebook, we decided to 
surprise the couples who entered. We just could not agree on picking one couple for the free mini photography session giveaway, so we decided to give one to every couple. 


We hosted an open house event. It was an amazing day for us and all the couples. We took pictures all day long, met some amazing people, and shared in the joy with our community. Ania and l felt so 
blessed! We have been engaged for several years now and are so excited to finally plan our wedding, too! Thank to Stephan from Wave Salon for donating time to do hair, Holly to help with make-up, 
and Michelle from Michelle Havens, LLC. for donating the styling--it made the shoot that much more special for the couples. Learn more about Molly Ahern and Ania Nadybska (a.m. photography) as well 
as see their work at www.amlifestylephotography.com. 


DEBBIE & 
JEANNA 


Continued on page 50 
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Eagle Trace Wellness Center 
Chiropractic care, active release technique, 
acupuncture, variety of massage, cold laser 

therapy, accident injury recovery, more. 


12002 County Rd 11 
Burnsville, MN 
(952) 808-2922 
www.eagletracewellness.com 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES Pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 

* Family/Divorce/Custody e Injuries/Auto Accidents 

e Second Parent Adoptions * Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution * Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 


* Probate * Employment Law 
* Business Law * Bankruptcy 
* Prenuptial Agreements * Gay Marriage Advice 


Convenient Dowr 
Skyway level ofi ces | 
612.332.5100 


PIT REN law. com 
S. 6t] я is, MN. 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


NMORRIE’S = 
BROOKLYN PARK < 
— 
Camisa SUBARU. 
7885 BROOKLYN BLVD | Conridence in Motion 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 ч 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


MORRIE'S 


BUY HAPPY 
PROMISE 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTERI 
763-424-4400 


brooklynparksubaru.com 
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FREEDOM TO MARRY ENGAGEMENT PHOTOS 


OBY & JAVEN 


ën 


KRISSY & 


KATHLEEN 
KELSEY & NELL 


JESSICA & 
TIANNA 
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FREEDOM TO MARRY ENGAGEMENT PHOTOS 


OVERSEER & 
LYNZADA 


MELISSA 
& LAURA 


WENDY 
& AMELIA 


& HEIDI 
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RELIGION | George Holdgrafer 


Tibesar Receives President's Award at DignityUSA Convention in Minneapolis 


With the theme "Let Justice Roll Like 
a River" tying together a cornucopia of ac- 
tivities, DignityUSA held its 21st biennial 
convention for the first time in the Twin 
Cities July 4-7 at the Hilton Minneapolis. 
Founded in 1969, the organization serves 
GLBT Catholics throughout the United 
States. The local chapter, Dignity Twin 
Cities, established in 1974, hosted the 
gathering. 

Ahighlight ofthe convention was the con- 
cluding event on July 7, at which Leo J. Tibe- 
sar, who has been active in inspiring the local 
and national GLBT community for three de- 
cades, received the DignityUSA President's 
Award from the group's president, Lourdes 
Rodriguez-Nogués. In recognition of his 
many years of service, the award read: “For 
Courageous Ministry to and Advocacy on 
Behalf of LGBT Catholics." 

An avid bibliophile, Tibesar is a chap- 


lain at the University of Minnesota Medical 
Center-Fairview in Minneapolis. He was a 
board member of DignityUSA for several 
years. He also served on the board of the 
national Catholic Association for Lesbian 
and Gay Ministry. For 10 years beginning in 
1987, he organized the annual Twin Cities 
prayer service for people with HIV/AIDS. 

At the closing ceremony for the conven- 
tion, Tibesar delivered this inspirational 
Meditative Prayer: 


We are threads of many colors - 
Gifted and free - 

Creating for the earth 

A shared diversity! 


With threads of same-sex love 
Embraced for all to see - 
Quilting a Home of the Brave 
In a Land of the Free! 


Leo J. Tibesar (left) and Lourdes Rodríguez-Nogués. 
Photo by George Holdgrafer 
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MARRIAGE IN MINNESOTA PART 1: MINNEAPOLIS CITY HALL 


AUGUST 1, 2013 


Photo by Sophia 
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MARRIAGE IN MINNESOTA PART 1: MINNEAPOLIS CITY HALL 
AUGUST 1, 2013 


to by Sophia Hantzes 
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Shop hundreds of unique engagement 
Show Your True Colors zzz 


2013 PICK 


BRIDE'S CHOICE 


Awards 


2013 


e In Minnetonka at 1-394 and Hopkins Crossroad, 
and in Woodbury at 1-94 and Radio Drive. 
e 


Your friend in tbe diamond business? 


DIAMONDS - RUBIES - SAPPHIRES - PEARLS 


ShaneCo.com Ey (€) TSWblƏ 


FREE MEMBERSHIP to the Shane Co. Wedding Club with your ring purchase. Save up to thousands on your wedding! 


Joffe Custom LASIK 


SEE THE WORLD 
IN A WHOLE NEW LIG 


$495 CUSTOM LASIK ^ — 


Act By Sept 30th 


Joffe MediCenter: Minneapolis’ Home for Custom LASIK 


» Treating nearsightedness, v Advanced State-of- p Experienced & caring team 
Dr. Karen A. Heuer farsightedness & astigmatism O the-art Technology of healthcare professionals 
Over 22,000 successful Glasses and contacts could be a thing of the past! 

" procedures performed 

A Schedule your Free Custom LAS 1 today! 


4 = CALL 866-685-6994 OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM OFFE 
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OUR HOMES 


Photos by Randy Stern 


CADILLAC XTS 


A long time ago, riding around in a big Cadil- 
lac was a huge deal. 

A Cadillac would be your calling card that re- 
minded everyone that you made it in life. These 
big, bold and beautiful machines made an auda- 
cious statement of your arrival — and departure. 
Tail fins, larger than life grilles and acres of 
chrome were all you need to show off your status 
to the world for all to see. 

Even when Cadillac experimented with 
smaller vehicles, different design languages, 
roadsters, SUVs and crossovers, the symbol of 
the brand was always the "Big Caddy." It may 
have switched the drive axle back and forth or 
have been tweaked with modern interpretations 
of classic brand design elements; there would al- 
ways be a "Big Caddy" in the showroom. 

The names of the “Big Caddy" evoked a re- 
sponse when they are called: Sixty Special, Fleet- 
wood Brougham, Sedan de Ville, DTS...DTS? 
Perhaps Escalade would work here. 

Still, a three-letter nomenclature yields no 
response from those pining for a piece of tailfin 
legend. Art&Science - the brand's current de- 


56 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 8-21, 2013 


sign language - is the key to today's Cadillac in 
an effort to become a truly global luxury brand. 

What if there was a Cadillac that was thorough- 
ly modern with the feel of a “Big Caddy?” What if 
a Cadillac could evoke the past, but laden with the 
latest of today's technology and performance? 

The Cadillac XTS could be the “Big Caddy” 
we have been waiting for. 

The XTS answers to 110 years of tradition of 
advanced technology, design excellence and ab- 
solute luxury. That is splendid, but is it truly in 
line with the tradition of the “Big Caddy?” 

For starters – it looks the part. The XTS is a 
combination of Cadillac tradition and the current 
design language. The last "Big Caddy," the DTS, 
was reshaped with the angular version of the 
Art&Science design language, though it simply 
looked contrived. Cadillac approached the XTS 
with the idea to re-sculpture the Art&Science 
formula towards softening the lines, but ensuring 
its edginess that denotes brand familiarity. The 
result is a distinct sedan exuding confidence and 
strength that is organic and fluid. 

It starts with the big grille, in particular the 


blacked out inserts on the Premium Collection 
tested here. If you Rolodex through Cadillac's 
history, several model years of grilles would trace 
their roots towards the XTS. Heritage is found 
in the most modern details - the upright head- 
lamp cluster, the finned tail lamps, the V-shaped 
third brake light, and various creases and lines 
throughout the exterior. The roofline is almost 
fastback-like, perhaps the most non-heritage piece 
of the XTS. Add the twenty-inch alloy wheels and 
Bridgestone Potenza tires, and you can see where 
the modern side of the XTS compliments its tra- 
ditional elements. The sum of all parts equals the 
finest looking “Big Caddy" in decades. 

The melding of the traditional and modern 
continues inside. If I try to recall every mainline 
Cadillac interior over the past five or so decades, 
there would be some form of evolution to what is 
presented inside the XTS. In this case, modern 
has finally won over tradition, but you could see 
there are distinct “zones” in the instrument panel 
that could be traced back to the mid-1960s. 

The big steps towards modernity are the use 
of TFT screens and the Cadillac User Experi- 


RIDE REVIEW 


ence — CUE. In the XTS Premium Collection, 
you could change the look of the entire instru- 
ment binnacle thanks to TFT screen technology. 
You could have a simplified screen with a digital 
speedometer, a graphic fuel gauge and a redun- 
dant audio readout. You could also opt for two 
other screens showing a tachometer, traditional 
speedometer, fuel and temperature gauges. 
Within each instrument, you could change the 
secondary screens or change out information to 
be viewed. This tester also had a heads-up dis- 
play that is also customizable. In all, you can cre- 
ate your own instrumentation set up between the 
main binnacle screen and the heads-up display. 

'The CUE system had a software upgrade re- 
cently to make it even better to work with. With- 
out touching the CUE screen, controls would 
appear and operate from a light touch. Below the 
CUE screen are touch sensitive controls for audio 
and climate control. In all, you have the entire info- 
tainment suite, the navigation system and climate 
settings available without having to actually press 
anything. Real voice recognition and OnStar inter- 
facing also add to the CUE operational experience. 

Once you master CUE, you get to experience 
the end result through 14 Bose speakers placed 
strategically throughout the cabin. The Studio 
Surround system has a feature where if you set 
the sound to go to a Centerpoint, everything will 
come to the center of the cabin and envelop ev- 
ery corner of it. This setting is made possible by 
a pair of speakers mounted on the top of each 
seatback, flanking the headrest. With CUE, you 
get SiriusXM satellite radio, HD Radio, USB con- 
nectivity for mobile devices, Bluetooth phone 
connectivity and music file streaming. 

In the past, you sat in a very comfortable 
bench-ike seat. You had all of the cushion in 
the world without any support for your body. 
The XTS has changed this standard feature that 
made the “Big Caddy" what is was. The seats in 
the Premium Collection offer a taut, bit compli- 
ant seat up front with enough bolstering to lock 
you in through the bends, as well as on smooth 
straight stretches of tarmac. Rear seat room 
is very good for six-footers and could sit three- 
across for average-sized adults. 

Another break from the past is its interior col- 
or scheme. It is no longer just all-red, all-blue or 
all-gray as in the good ol’ days of the “Big Caddy." 
In this Premium Collection model, the leather 
came in a light Caramel with Jet Black contrasts 


in the instrument panel, the door panels and the 
carpets. You might say two-tone interiors have re- 
turned in favor — just like in the 1950s. But, this is 
a truly modern touch - something more akin to 
European cabins than American ones. 

There is another feature in the driver's seat 
you may want to get accustomed to. In this tester, 
a Driver Assist Package was added that includes 
lane departure warning, parking assist, blind spot 
monitoring, forward collision mitigation and adap- 
tive cruise control. If the parking sensor detects 
you being close to something behind you or if you 
happen to drift outside your lane, you will feel it in 
the seat cushion. A beep could be annoying and 
we sometimes ignore it — or get mad at it. But, you 
cannot ignore that feeling from your seat cushion. 

You will also get used to another feeling that 
is actually right in front of you. How about 304 
horsepower on tap from your right foot? Under 
the hood is the very familiar and potent 3.6litre 
V6 found in most of the Crest-and-Wreath lineup. 
Normally, an engine of eight or more cylinders 
would power the “Big Caddy.” In the 1930s, Ca- 
dillac offered a sixteen-cylinder engine for its top 
shelf models. Since we are in 2013, this is the first 
V6-powered “Big Caddy" since the mid-1980s. 

The V6s power is channeled through a 
smooth shifting six-speed automatic that is fed 
to all four wheels. The all-wheel drive system 
on the XTS features torque vectoring to balance 
the load when grip is lost at one or more of the 
wheels. The system includes a limited-slip differ- 
ential - certainly not the stuff of the “Big Caddy" 
from even a couple of decades ago. 

Performance is great once you get up to 
speed. Getting there may not evoke the smooth- 
ness of Cadillacs past, however. The driveline is 
fine, but a few more torques would help matters 
to emulate the power of the “Big Caddy." Then 
again, this is a thoroughly modern Cadillac in an 
age where working the rev line is more impor- 
tant than simply cruising to the speed limit. 

In the past, you drove a “Big Caddy" to waft 
about on the boulevard or across country. How- 
ever in the XTS, floating on the highway is no 
longer acceptable. This is first “Big Caddy" that 
is truly driver-oriented. You would never float 
along in the XTS, as the ride is tuned for a more 
solid and sure ride. There is some lean and dip 
through the curves and banks, but not enough 
to cause concern. The XTS is well behaved and 
controlled through anything you throw at it. 


For the most part, the XTS is a quiet drive. On 
occasion when road surfaces are at its worse, cou- 
ple that with cracks and gaps from old patch jobs, 
you will hear the twenty-inch Bridgestone Potenzas 
working overtime through the cabin. The same 
cracks and gaps from those old patches of road 
could be felt in the cabin. Otherwise, bumps and 
imperfections on newer pieces of tarmac are well 
controlled by a solid suspension set on the XTS. 

Steering response and effort is good, but 
there is some softness in the middle sometimes. 
It does gather up nicely when needed - includ- 
ing sharp turns. Braking in the XTS is also very 
good in both normal and panic situations. The 
difference is the use of Brembo brakes on this 
Premium Collection example. Imagine your old 
"Big Caddy" with a set of Brembos all around... 

Because it is a "Big Caddy" does not mean 
it will return an embarrassing fuel consumption 
average. Based on the sticker, this XTS should 
average 20.0MPG. The actual average for this 
tester was 22.0MPG. It is worth nothing that the 
XTS has a capless fuel filler port — a possible first 
for Cadillac and GM. 

If the XTS is in effect the new "Big Caddy," 
then it would be priced accordingly. In the past, 
DeVilles and DTS models always had a good 
starting price point that would be even less than 
the imported mid-sized luxury sedans. The start- 
ing for the XTS is around $45,000 for a standard 
front-drive model. To get to this Premium Col- 
lection tester with the Driver Assist package and 
a couple other goodies, the tab ran to $60,620. 
Some smaller premium/luxury cars reviewed on 
here ran around the same price range. The XTS 
could be a good value in the end. 

Throughout the decades, the "Big Caddy" 
had resonance. Its image had changed over time, 
but no one can deny the presence of one. It is a 
moment that would stop anyone in its tracks. Yet, 
that feeling was lost when it went to a front-drive 
platform in the mid-1980s. It took another few de- 
cades to regain it, but it took a leap into another 
set of competencies to accomplish it. 

That it is the best way to describe the Cadillac 
XTS. It honors its place as the “Big Caddy," but 
it does so by being more driver-oriented while 
melding both traditional and modern elements 
all around. The XTS will still turn heads, elicit 
smiles and spark conversations - just like the Se- 
ries 62s, Sixty Specials, DeVilles, Fleetwoods and 
DTS's of the past. L1 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | tien Krug 


The White Knight 


The night before a mid-June morning, 
I set the alarm for 4:45. No matter—I was 
wide-eyed at four, triggered by panic that I'd 
missed an imaginary highway exit ramp in 
some Sonata-induced dream. 

The bedroom window was open to mur- 
mured city sounds. At that hour, a whisper 
of daylight pushed against the heavy grain 
of night, setting off a songbird chorus. It was 
a good sign; maybe it wouldn't be another 
rainy, dreary day in what has become the 
worst of the worst springs. 

I lay for twenty minutes, mustering re- 
solve and energy. You need to ride, I told my- 
self. Finally, I pulled from the bed and went 
to the window. The gray city street two sto- 
ries below was dry, a good sign. The black 
ink night sky was cloudless, even better. 

At ten to five, I was on The White Knight, 
a beautiful eighteen speed wonder that I 
bought last summer at a bike shop where 
the manager never seems to mind that I’m 
trans. I had insisted on a "real woman's bike" 
as a new-life, second chance substitute to a 
man-Raleigh, which had been a gift from my 
ex-wife in 1982. 

In case you don't want to do the math, 
1982 was more than a quarter century—and 
for me a gender—ago. 

I pushed off at the condo entrance with 
a brilliant pulsating front light and funky 
red flasher on The WK's back frame. A 
minute later, I was on the Stone Arch 


Bridge, headed west. 

Menthol cool air condensed on my side 
view mirror. In no time, my body felt heat 
sparks, which spawned sweat droplets in the 
small of my back. Still, I pedaled on and on, 
along the trail behind Target Stadium and 
then beyond to woods and wildflowers. 

The stage was set—dewy plants, creep- 
ing sunlight flickers, and the fragrance of 
lilacs (late bloomers with the late spring) 
emptying onto the blacktop trail. 

In a word, it was glorious. Even more, it 
was so unexpected. 

Tve been surprised before, like last sum- 
mer when The White Knight and I came 
upon a woman riding—no, make that plod- 
ding along on—a Nice Ride bike. Being a 
relatively courteous rider, I shouted out, 
“Coming on your left, Nice Ride.” When I got 
next to the woman, she laughed. I thought it 
a bit odd, but kept going. 

Five minutes later, I stopped to listen to a 
band that was playing behind the Sheraton 
on the Greenway. As I sat on a ledge rocking 
out to a Van Morrison cover, a bike-helmeted 
woman came up to me. She asked, “Are you 
Ellie Krug?” 

I had never seen this woman before and 
consequently was a bit hesitant to answer. 
Still, I nodded and asked, “Do I know you?” 

The woman shook her head. “No,” she 
responded. “I follow your columns,” she 
explained. “I’ve wanted to meet you for 


some time." 

She identified herself as the person on 
the Nice Ride whom I had passed a half mile 
back. Because of my columns, she knew 
that I presented with a deep voice. She also 
knew that I look feminine with blonde hair. 
Thus, when she heard a man's voice (oh, 
how I hate to write that!) announce “Com- 
ing on your left," only to then see a woman 
ride past, she concluded that she'd stumbled 
upon Ellie Krug. 

At that point, we bought a couple beers 
and talked. It was one of my few celebrity 
moments, so I soaked it up. 

Call me a narcissist. 

Back now on this June morning, I made 
my way to the tranquility of Lake Calhoun, 
the only rider in sight. Daylight was taking 
hold and I paused to flick off front and back 
lights. The ride resumed, I pedaled to the far 
end of the lake and slowed for a good look at 
the glass and steel of downtown Minneapo- 
lis. On the horizon behind the cityscape, I 
saw the first glimpse of Mr. Sun—more bril- 
liance! 

I left the lake and headed home. Three 
miles later, I rounded a curve and found 
sun-soaked sparkly haze, the kind that lasts 
for only a few minutes. I paused just long 
enough to know that I'll remember those 
sparkles forever—like death-bed forever. 

Soon I was back at the condo. 

It was just a ride. O 


We Have FREE Loaners - 


3920!Nicollet Ave. «Minneapolis 
(612) 823-7257 


www.mulroysbodyshop.com 
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Driving Home...) 


Apple to the core! 


firstTECH 


a Apple Specialist 


firsttech.com 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE GUN SHOPS 


HOME SERVICES 


e + Fully stocked firearms dealer 
HA GEM: AO TO J * Indoor shooting facilities 
«0209 + Training courses 


4080W. Broadway Ave. N. 


Robbinsdale 763-533-9594 
Free Estimates 3621 88th Ave NE 
Arcie Fines • Ç 
All Insurance Accepted : 
Бре = billsgs.com 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


612-205-5618 # 


ө carpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 


(612) 872-6671 
EMPLOYMENT Good Stuff. 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


DESIGN * BUILD * REMODEL Р 
1 А 


CONSTRUCTION 


bluestemconstruction.com 952-926-0164 


"Timothy & Mark Ferraro-Hauck, owners N 
MN Lic: BC225441 


FITNESS 


RESTORETHISFLOOR 


* Floor Sanding e Hardwood Restoration 
= Floor Refinishing = Installation and Repair 


QUICK ESTIMATES AND PROMPT SERVICE 
COVERING THE TWIN CITIES METRO AREA 


BRASS PERSONAL TRAINERS 612-208-9292 


www.restorethisfloor.com 


5740 BROOKLYN BLVD. 
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429 


PERSONAL » - 612:721-4627. 
TRAINING FACILE di - lambing boeplumbinginc:com 


FLORAL SHOPS Plumbing Service & Repair, 
Boiler Service & Install 


High Efficiency] Boilers & Water, Heaters 
Licensed; Bonded; Insured 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


MOVING & STORAGE 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


* Woman Owned 

* Remodel & Additions 
* Design Build 

* Will work with your Architect 
* 36 years experience 


(763) 355-8104 Lic#Bc642026 


~ Roofing -. Siding ` Home Efficiencies 
-; Gutters Insulation =~ Windows ph 


INDUSTRY LEADING 


10 YEAR 


craftsmanship warranty 


MATT'S 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding e Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


LavenderMagazine.com | 59 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Serving The Community 


For Over 15 Years 


We're your expert 
home heating, 


cooling and (Uptown) 


plumbing company. Җ ШШ 


TING * COOLING 


ODERLIN 


612-721-4080 — IE 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 


! Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TUNG * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 


TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Autoe Home « Life e Annuities e Health e Long-Term Care 


952-853-9077 


2626 E. 82nd St., #115 
Bloomington, MN 55425 


www.farmersagent.com/dstreeter 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


1 L... 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE | 


07497 9/12 


David Kinney 

(952) 233-0310 

9358 Ensign Ave. 

Bloomington 
allstateagencies.com/davidkinney1 


(©) Allstate. 


© 2013 Allstate Insurance Company. in good hands. 


Ryan Dean, PhD LP 


Licensed Psychologist 
пиш пиш 


EEE BEN 
790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201 
Saint Paul, MN 55116 
651-243-2317 ryandeanphd@gmail.com 


www.ryandeanphd.com 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


MA, LMFT 


š Individual & Relationship Counseling 
651-983-9215 


sparkcollabo.com 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


REAL ESTATE 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 


INSURANCE 


LARPENTEUR dëi 


ANIMAL HOSPITAL *' > 


"Because Our Pets are Family" 
Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 


Free First Exam 
Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie P 
Dr. Christy Hutchins 

sz 
1136 Larpenteur Аме. М. == - —; 
651-487-3712 ° larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


P = 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Knowledge * Honesty * Integrity 


Deb Casper, CRS ` ZZ 
651-407-7864 


Free Consultation • RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep ie the city o Out le burbs. 
612.986.8622 
kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


aller 


va ~ 
Live Well... Invest Wisely! 
E 


Congratulations 
Minnesota! 


М4 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


x ST 612.827.9537 


Don't Procrastinate! 
Buy Now. Thank Me Later. 


ANN LEVITON 
Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist 5/ 


МАМАК 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 
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WEDDING RESOURCES 


© StudioSame 


Capturing Love and Family 
— for Everyone 


/} 651.247.0681 
š StudioSame.com 
{ Pat@StudioSame.com 


Natural Blessings 


Wedding and Life Celebrations 
Officiant Mary C. Vidas 


Highly Recommended 
651-303-6005 
www.nblifecelebrations.com 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


Available on the 
0 App Store 


, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of 
Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. iPad is a trademark 
of Apple Ic App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


A Piglet and a Duckling Walk 
Into a Wedding Chapel... 


I’m writing this a couple of days after 
the Supreme Court torpedoed DOMA and 
Prop 8. I’ve been struttin’ down the street, 
feeling extra sassy, and giving the Hurray- 
For-Us Wink and Nod™ to anyone who 
looks remotely gay. But then something 
terrible happened. 

Throughout the marriage fight, I’ve fo- 
cused solely on our side of the argument. 
Marriage will give us more than 1,000 new 
rights! We'll be able to sit at the adult table 
at Thanksgiving rather than be relegated 
to the kid/freak table in the basement. 
Fred Phelps’ head will explode and rain us 
all in delicious chocolate sprinkles. 

This was promising news! And I was 
100% behind the effort because I didn’t see 
a downside. 

I even surveyed my straight friends. I 
asked how gay marriage would affect them 
and compiled their top responses: 

a.) I don’t care. But lets open another 
bottle of wine and discuss how terrible MY 
marriage is. 

b.) I don’t care. But you should know 
that marriage will kill your sex life. 

c) I don't care. But do the gays real- 
ize that marriage is hard work, and you 
have to deal with inlaws? Good luck with 
that! And if you have kids, you have to go 
to soccer games. In the rain. And act like 
you give a damn if the kid scores a goal. 
And you'll need to move to the suburbs, 
because that’s where married people live. 
God, I’m so depressed. Let’s open another 
bottle of wine. 

But I ignored all of this because were 
gay! We'll do marriage right! It will be like 
a Cole Porter song! Clever, sexy, and al- 
ways welcome at any piano bar. Our mar- 
riages will be rolled in enough confetti to 
buffer us from middle-age malaise, and our 
liberal views on vagaries of physical desire 


will allow us to weather any niggling indis- 
cretions with aplomb. There will be no fry- 
ing pans smashed over heads. Only cham- 
pagne corks popping and glasses clinking. 

It sounded so great! But then the ter- 
rible thing happened. 

A day after the Supreme Court deci- 
sions were issued, a friend forwarded 
me an email from some right-wing wacko 
group. It was a picture of a duckling mak- 
ing out with a piglet, with a caption that 
read: “Is this the next thing that will be le- 
galin the U.S.?" 

My first reaction was to chuckle at the 
image of the piglet and duckling in love, 
and say, “Ah, kids today!" Because I have 
no issue with interspecies romance. I'd 
marry my dog if it were legal. 

Or would I? 

As I stared at the cute picture, the word 
“legal” jumped out of the caption in stark 
relief. “Legal,” I muttered to myself. “That 
means it's a law. A rule. And I don’t like 
rules. Oh, no!" I refuse to follow laws. Even 
the laws of physics. In the privacy of my 
own house, there is no gravity and water 
is allowed to boil at whatever temperature 
it damn well pleases. And I won't even get 
into what I've done to skirt Newton's Third 
Law of Thermodynamics. 

Ilooked up in horror from the image of 
the piglet and duckling. “Did you realize 
that this marriage thing is a law?” I asked 
my beloved. 

She sighed. “I was hoping to keep that 
from you.” Then, after some grumbling 
about how right-wing imbeciles always 
manage to ruin our fun, she made me focus 
on the cute picture rather than the caption. 
"Don't fret. We'll take this law and bend it 
so that it's just as outlandish and adorable 
as this picture." 

"OK, but I get to be the piglet.” O 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 
of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
oP families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 
3249 Hennepin Ave. S. #45 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto Ë MN com 
wWwwinaPo .org/ MInnesota 
www.capsprogram.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

BA 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park, house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Homan History. Free Admission 
aily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build & partner for a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 

Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


EVENT CENTERS 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 
YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 


an inclusive, welcoming environment. 


Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Visit the library today! 

1619 Dayton Ave., Ste. 105, 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 641-0969. 


www.qlibrary.org 


EDUCATION 

Second Foundation School 
Academic Freedom Since 1970 
K-12 Democratic School 
Unique Inclusive Community 
Take Charge of Your Education 
Be Yoursell 

1219 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Contact Starri Hedges 
612-378-1014 
SecondFSchool@gmail.com 
www.SecondFoundationSchool.org 


Watershed High School 

In our community, every student is 
an honored student. Come as you 
are! 

6541 16th Ave. S. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 
480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University o 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 


People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 
Museum, Minnesota History 
Center, Northwest Company Fur 
Post, James J. Hill House an 
Historic Fort Snelling. They're 
located all around the state. Learn 
more at 

www.visitM Nhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Welcomes you to Social Science, a 
bi-monthly event for adults only! 
120W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Poul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 
www.smm.org/socialscience 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
now where to look. Expand your 

vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Tan 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and dassie works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 


a 371-5656 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
ЖОПА de dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 389.SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 

бес! Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 


Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin's Faith Community 
Through Worship, Education, 
Fellowship, Service, and more. 
M Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 

Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, 
The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Richfield United Methodist 


urc 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan 

Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION 
+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 
Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 
Church to the GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 
www.stpaulref.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


E rams and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Elderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 
organization committed to providing 
companionship for isolated seniors 
in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
league TCGSL 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 32 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day трат меекепа 
etaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Sloy overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

info@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis. Popular destination 

for abundant shoppin , unique 
EE 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels апа B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


2005 

Міппеѕоѓа 200 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 


Numerous special events. 
13000 Zoo Blvd 


(BEA 1313200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR? | мегу Cohn 


Lesbians, Babies, Boyfriends, and Girlfiends 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My best friend and her girlfriend just had 
a baby. Ellen promised that she wouldn't 
become one of those mothers who only talk 
about feeding schedules and nipple chafing 
and poop. But guess what? It's all she talks 
about. I don't want to be petulant, but Ellen 
and her girlfriend don't pay enough attention 
to me and my issues anymore. We don't go 
out to bars, they don't invite me over to din- 
ner, and I feel like I've lost my best friend. 
Why do lesbians forget that their other 
friends even exist as soon as they give birth? 
I feel all alone in the world. How long do peo- 
ple remain obsessed with their infants? Can 
I demand that they be better friends to me, 
even though they have a noisy smelly baby 
now? Or am I supposed to just let my resent- 
ment fester until I burst? 

-JOHN 


Dear John: 

Ellen and her girlfriend have clearly for- 
gotten who you are. If you go ring their door- 
bell wearing only a diaper and carrying a 
bottle, they might remember how much you 
need them. Then they'll scoop you up in their 
arms and rock you in a blanket, and you'll 
feel much better. 

Most parents talk gibberish for the first 
two years of their baby's lives, and aren't 
capable of normal adult conversation until 


their child is old enough for kindergarten. 
This is not something you can or should 
fight; you cannot win the battle against ge- 
netically programmed behavior. Perhaps 
you'll feel more a part of the family if you 
become willing to take a role in the baby's 
life. If being an uncle seems unappealing at 
first, maybe you can adjust to it gradually, or 
become an auntie instead. 

You'll probably want to make some new 
friends too, rather than waiting five or six 
years for Ellen to become more attentive. 
But you should know that becoming totally 
baby-focused is not exclusive to lesbian par- 
ents, lest you think the odds of becoming the 
center of the universe will improve if you find 
a straight woman to be your mommy. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Im dating Linda, a great and smart wom- 
an, who is everything I've always wanted in a 
partner. The complication is that she is cur- 
rently trying to have a baby with her close 
gay male friend, David. They've been insemi- 
nating for months and plan to raise the child 
together. David is very nice but he's always 
around and I'm worried that it will only wors- 
en after Linda gets pregnant. I've always 
wanted a baby too, but I'm not sure how I feel 
about three-way parenting. I've found myself 
hoping that Linda will fall in love with me and 
then change her mind about her arrange- 


ment with David. That's probably jumping 

too far ahead anyway, because Linda and I 

have only had two dates. But would I be fool- 

ish to pursue a relationship with Linda? 
-Stella 


Dear Stella: 

After two dates you want Linda to change 
her mind and alter her life plans? Most lesbi- 
ans don’t demand that their girlfriends mod- 
ify their lives until the fourth date, by which 
point you'd have more information to deter- 
mine whether you at least have compatible 
appetites for music, food, and sex. 

When you get involved with someone 
new, try to imagine that things will remain 
exactly as they are, rather than assume that 
they'll be modified to suit you. People change 
in all sorts of ways over time, but rarely in 
precisely the ways that you hope or imag- 
ine. Hinging your happiness on a particular 
change puts a huge strain on a relationship. 
Don't pursue a relationship with Linda if 
you'll only be happy if she dumps David. Da- 
vid and his sperm are clearly at the center of 
Linda's life right now, so you need to instead 
figure out whether or not you can be happy 
with that arrangement. 


€ 2013 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspon- 
dence to msbehavior(amac.com. 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


— 


Wild Bill Trolín. 
Wild Bill Trolín. 
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Trolín “The Kid". 
Trolín "The Kid". 


Jesse Trolín James. 
Jesse Trolín James. 


POR RODRO 


-ROLIN -ELCONSOLA DOE 
! MAS RAPIDO DEL 


OESTE Z 


Trolín “The fastest dildo in the West"! 
Trolin “Le dildo le plus rapide de l'ouest"! 


CLASSIFIEDS 
pr st 


EDUCATION 


LEARN SPANISH AT EASE - Spanish 
Class Minnesota offers Spanish classes, 
from Beginners to Advanced, in small 
groups of up to six students. Timely 
and original materials. (651) 917-3445. 
www.spanishclassmn.com. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An occasional Market 
* Next sale: FRENCH COUNTRY - SEPT. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Wed 1-7pm, Thurs/Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat/Sun 10am-ópm e 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis & Eau Claire. 
tliddellcleaning(dyahoo.com. Call Terry: 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., Licensed 
Psychologist. 19 years experience. Focusing 
on mindful intentional living. Learning to 
live with uncertainty in an uncertain world. 
Adult individuals/couples. No charge initial 
session. (612) 922-9100, kate heffelfinger(a 
msn.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (à (612] 306-6323. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Father Steve Prokop, Old Catholic Church 
priest performs same sex weddings, any 
location, plan your own ceremony and 
music. www.weddingofficiant.us. 


(612) 834-4887. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


Status - Through the Eyes of Tyler C. 


“What's on your mind, Tyler?” asks Face- 
book. 

It's 2:30 in the afternoon. Tyler's in his 
bedroom. He's 23. 

He's on his bed, hunched over his lap- 
top, adrenaline-full, wind-empty. He's about 
to share with the world something to which 
even friends are ignorant, a destructive four 
year secret. From him it pours: 

“Tm HIV Positive..." he writes. His rev- 
elation is at once hesitant confession and 
cathartic release: an admission for why he's 
waited so long, the toll it's taken, his regret 
for having kept it secret, his fear of stigma- 
tization. 

And Tyler sees again the world through 
19 year-old eyes... 

He's in a clinic's stuffy patient room 
awaiting test results he knows will be fine. 
His boyfriend's cheated on him, and, heart- 
broken though he is, Tyler knows his physi- 
cal health is in order; today's visit is routine 
and will confirm that the problems he faces 
now are only emotional. 

He thinks about his boyfriend, about 
how wonderful Once Upon a Time used to 
be, about how it all so quickly came crashing 
down, and- 

"So the results came back positive," 
a nurse interrupts as suddenly as she 
walks through the door. 

Tyler doesn't register she's even en- 
tered the room when she speaks. He hears 
her shoes shuffle across the white laminate 
flooring. What did she say? 
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The news catches him. Breathtaking 
silence ensues. There is a stunning, emp- 
ty, confusing fog. Tyler stops breathing, 
his heart stops beating, his vision tunnels. 
There is nothing at first, and then from 
cloudy emptiness charges excruciating pain. 
It slams into Tyler's stomach and chest. His 
lungs empty, his intestines contort. 

Dizzily he turns to the nurse, who's sit- 
ting now, her mouth moving, but her speak- 
ing muted. “Love doesn't stop HIV!” says a 
poster on the wall. From this moment, Ty- 
ler remembers only "positive." Everything 
else is a blur. 

He isn't sure what it is, this virus. He 
knows only that it means the End of Your 
Life. He knows that people who have it have 
no hope for romance. His chances at happi- 
ness are gone. He is now someone people 
will pity and ostracize. 

He doesn't know anyone with HIV. He 
doesn't have gay friends. He has no sup- 
port network. He is alone, and he must keep 
this secret. 

From this moment three years pass- 
three years spent with lies, tears, anger, 
and denial-three years spent self-destruct- 
ing, slow and in disarray. The weight his se- 
cret carries grows heavier, and he knows it 
will break him if something isn't done. 

At a gracious aunt's invitation, Tyler finds 
himself, now 22 years old, on a midnight Cal- 
ifornia beach, here finally to attempt acqui- 
escence to reality. Around a bonfire with hip- 
sters and musicians he sits, listening to the 


ocean's waves, feeling its salt-soaked breeze. 
There are fireside guitars and lifelong talks, 
new and friendly faces aglow. Flames lick 
the sky and disappear into the night. This is 
a forever moment, a moment in which Tyler 
finds peace, a moment that never ends, that 
strikes in Tyler courage he hasn't felt. 

And now Facebook asks a 23 year-old Ty- 
ler, ^What's on your mind?" 

Today bel finally answer, all at once 
and to all the world. He is nervous, but he 
knows it's time. 

From Facebook he announces his sta- 
tus and hundreds applaud his bravery. 
Within weeks he hears from people who are 
HIV-positive but were too afraid to say, peo- 
ple who thank him for his courage and his 
inspiration. His announcement helps relieve 
not only his burdens, but provides solace to 
those standing in his shoes. His experience 
is worthwhile. 

Tyler’s life isn't finished, he knows; 
his party isn't over. There are friends with 
whom to play, to drink, and to laugh. There 
are places he hasn't seen, and places he'll 
revisit. There are memories to be made and 
upon which to reflect. And there is some- 
one, somewhere, with whom he will one day 
make love and make happy. O 


Tyler came out as HIV-positive in April 2013. He lives in 
Minneapolis. If you are HIV-positive and are seek coun- 
seling or other resources, visit OutFront Minnesota. Out- 
Front.org. 
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Say | Doa the Zoo 


Stunning scenery, alluring animals, intimate atmosphere. 
Visit mnzoo.org or call 952.43 1.9200 for more information. 
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22 Celebrating 35 Years! 


Handcrafted in small 
batches, using. 
traditional recipes a! 
the Nolet Distillery 
in Holland 


Founded 1691. 


SE DRINK RESPONSIBLY: 
ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 40% Alc/Vol. 
©2013 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


